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NOTICES 


Members are reminded that, as stated in the previous journal, 
an Endowment Fund has been started with a view to providing 
a source of capital for meeting the Society’s running expenses. 


Contributions, however small, will be gratefully received. 


* * * * 


Mr. Noel Macbeth has been elected British member of the 
World Committee of Radiesthesia which is organising an Inter- 
national Congress of Radiesthesia, to be held in Switzerland in 
May, 1956. 

* * cs * 

The journal of the Radionic Association of Great Britain, 
Radionic Therapy, which is published four times a year, can be 
obtained from the Secretary and Treasurer, 38 Walton Street, 
S.W.3, at the cost of 1/6 per copy. 

* 


* * * 


The title page and contents of Volume XI of Radio- Perception 

can be obtained gratis from the Editor on application. 
* * * * 

Contributions for the Journal, preferably in typescript, should 
be sent to the Editor at least five weeks before the first day of 
March, June, September and December, if they are to appear 
in the respective Journals for those months. 

* * * * 

The price of new Journals to members, in excess of the free 

number, and of back numbers, is 2/- and 1/6 respectively. 
* * . * 

Six free copies of the Journal will be given, on request, to 

writers of articles in it, in addition to the usual copy. 
* * ~ * 

The Society’s badges can be obtained from the Honorary 
Secretary for 1/3 post free. 

* * * * 

Communications for the Editor, and inquiries, should be sent to 
Colonel A. H. Bell. York House, Portugal Street, London, W.C.2. 
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HUGH PERCIVAL THOMSON LEFROY 


We much regret to report the death on December 26th of 
Lt.-Colonel H. P. T. Lefroy, D.S.O., M.C., A.M.I.E.E., at the age 
of seventy-four. He was gazetted 2nd Lieutenant in the Royal 
Engineers in 1899 and retired as a major in 1922. He saw service 
in the Boer War and served throughout the First World War, 
being employed in research work on Army wireless communica- 
tions from 1906 till his retirement. From then on till 1927 he 
was in charge of radio research work for the Air Ministry during 
which time he was their representative on the Radio Research 
Board and on the wireless section committee of the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers. ; 

As an expert in wireless he was a member of the so-called 
Horder Committee convened in 1924 to investigate “‘ the Elec- 
tronic Reactions of Abrams with special reference to the Emano- 
meter Technique of Boyd,” which established the fundamental 
truth of the claims which had been made without the shadow 
of a doubt. 

Colonel Lefroy was greatly interested in the physical aspect of 
dowsing and assisted in the formation of the Society, being one 
of our original members. As a resident in Ireland he was unable 
to attend our meetings or take an active part in our proceedings. 
Nevertheless his standing as a scientist gave particular value to 
his membership, and his death is a great loss to our Society. 





GEOLOGY AND HEALTH 


Investigations into dowsing rays and their influence on health 
By W. GISHFORD EDWARDS, M.C.s.P. 

This article was originally written for the benefit of people 
with no knowledge of dowsing and the first part of it will strike 
many experienced dowsers as being most elementary, but it has 
been retained at the request of the Editor. 

The ancient craft of dowsing has always been somewhat 
shrouded in mystery, and this is no attempt to “explain” it, 
but an analogy may help us to visualise what it involves. Suppose 
we have a shallow tray, two or three inches deep, full of sand. 
On the bottom of the tray is a length of soft iron wire. A few 
inches above the sand we have an enormous bar magnet mounted 
vertically, whose cross-section is roughly equal to the area of the 
tray. We should then have over the surface of the sand a fairly 
uniform magnetic field, which would tend to be slightly stronger 
immediately over the wire. If we had a sufficiently sensitive 
detector we could trace the course of the wire without disturbing 
the sand. This bears a close resemblance to the state of affairs 
we are dealing with in dowsing ; instead of the wire we have a 
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stream or some other feature (see below), and instead of the magnet 
we have the source of these elusive dowsing rays whose origin 
is uncertain. The dowser, complete with hazel twig, plays the 
part of the detector. 

A dowser is a person who happens to be sensitive to these rays, 
and is sensitive in that when he walks more or less suddenly 
into a strong concentration of them they produce a slight change 
in the tone of partly-contracted muscles. With the exception of 
a few extremely sensitive subjects, nothing is felt by the dowser, 
nor is any movement seen by an observer, but a slight change there 
is, particularly in a twisting movement of the wrists, and this is 
amplified by a forked twig held in a state of unstable equilibrium. 
The hazel twig is mentioned because it is the traditional and best 
known instrument, but it has no particular virtue beyond being 
light and springy. and in the country at least, easily obtainable. 
All sorts of superstitions have grown up concerning the most 
propitious time for cutting the twig, but these need hardly be 
taken seriously. All the same. it is not wise to reject summarily 
all these country legends and beliefs : sometimes an apparently 
ridiculous old wives’ tale contains a germ of truth, as we shall 
see later. 

Much to the confusion of dowsers, there are many factors apart 
from streams which can give rise to a dowsing reaction. Geo- 
logical discontinuities such as a subterranean shelf of rock with a 
sharp. well-defined edge, deposits of mineral ores, disused and 
forgotten gas and water pipes. can all cause a reaction very similar 
to that caused by water. The area over which this reaction is 
obtained is known as a reaction band. Now perhaps we can 
visualise a reaction band as a sort of invisible, intangible “ cur- 
tain ” rising vertically from a stream or some other factor, natural 
or artificial, for which these dowsing rays have an affinity. 

The term * dowsing rays ~ simply for the want of a better one, 
has been used. It is unfortunate and misleading, since it implies 
radiation, and whether the force we are dealing with is a radiation 
or not is undecided. Most of the physicists engaged in research 
in this field are of the opinion that it is a radiation, but although 
the writer hesitates to argue the point with such authorities as 
Maby, Franklin and Tromp. he is inclined to think that there are as 
many arguments against a radiation theory as for it. In spite of 
intensive research during the last twenty vears, both in England 
and abroad, no one has yet succeeded in determining its wave- 
length, it is very sluggish in adapting itself to changed condi- 
tions, which is unlike any radiation known. It can, however, be 
modified by purely electrical methods, but methods which give 
no indication of any particular wavelength, and it can be 
refracted, in an optical sense, on passing through certain media. 

In considering the medical aspects of these dowsing rays it 
should be made clear that we do not include radiesthesia ; that is 
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quite another matter. We are concerned with the effects on 
health of people who inadvertently spend a great deal of time on 
a reaction band, as for instance when their bed happens to be on 
one. Investigations carried out during the last few years show 
that this occurs much more frequently than one would expect. 

We have seen that when a dowser crosses a reaction band, 
it produces a very definite effect on his neuro-muscular system. 
What happens when anyone spends eight or ten consecutive hours 
out of every twenty-four in a strong concentration of these rays ? 
The answer varies considerably with the individual. Prolonged 
exposure to these rays may result in anything between slight 
restlessness and severe muscular rheumatism. On the other hand, 
there are people who appear to be quite immune, and can live 
quite happily over the worst possible geological conditions, such 
as over a point where two streams cross at different levels. This 
occurs fairly frequently, particularly in old houses because up 
till about a hundred years ago, in the days before piped water 
and town and country planning, the site of a house was determined 
largely by the water supply. If a site could be found with two 
streams under it so much the better, if one ran dry during a 
drought, there might be water in the other. 

Although it seems probable that many pathological conditions 
are aggravated by exposure to these rays the most common effect is 
muscular rheumatism. This condition is well known to be 
extremely variable and the usual practice is to blame the weather, 
but it would seem that the real cause of the variations is not 
weather in terms of temperature, humidity and _ barometric 
pressure but much less obvious factors. 

To return to our analogy, it was mentioned that the magnet 
is mounted vertically ; now we have to imagine that at erratic and 
unpredictable intervals the magnet is suddenly turned the other 
way up, and we get a change of polarity or phase, the timing and 
frequency of these changes being determined by sunspot activity, 
phases of the moon, electrical charges in the atmosphere, and 
no doubt other unknown factors. When the conditions are such 
that phase reversals take place at frequent intervals, say an 
average of once every five minutes, sufferers from rheumatism 
say that the weather suits them, but if there is no change for 
several hours. then the rheumatism is at its worst. The strength 
of the dowsing field also is liable to vary and this complicates 
matters further. 

The influence of these rays on health has long been suspected 
by a small minority of medical men, on the Continent more than in 
England, and many attempts have been made to neutralise them, 
but no neutralising device has so far been found to be comple’ el 
satisfactory. Some are inert and some are electrically energised, 
but with one exception, a German product which appears to be 
quite futile in spite of a prohibitive price, they all necessitate the 
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examination of the site by a dowser and the placing of certain 
instruments at strategic points in relation to the reaction bands 
and the patients’ bed or place of work. This procedure is seldom 
practicable and always inconvenient with wires and gadgets 
scattered in various parts of the house, but the fact that they 
have been tried shows that there is a need for something of the 
sort. Strangely enough, the investigator who got nearest to 
producing the ideal neutraliser did not quite realise what he had 
done. 

In the Secret of Life published in 1926, a French physicist, 
Georges Lakhovsky, put forward a theory that all disease was 
brought about by a disturbance of the electrical equilibrium of 
individual cells, and that this equilibrium was upset by “ cosmic ” 
radiation. He was referring it would seem, not to cosmic radia- 
tion proper, which occupies a definite place in the electro-magnetic 
spectrum, but rather to what one might term unidentified radia- 
tion of cosmic origin. When the term cosmic radiation is used 
in this sense, this qualification should be borne in mind. From 
his remarks about this radiation it would appear that he was in 
fact dealing with what we should call dowsing rays, and the fact 
that they are influenced by underground streams, etc., appears 
to have escaped his notice. 

In order to combat disease (his main interest was cancer) 
Lakhovsky set about neutralising these rays which he apparently 
succeeded in doing by two entirely different methods. One was 
by means of an elaborate machine, details of which are not pub- 
lished, but which appears to be on the lines of long-wave dia- 
thermy, and the other was with an absurdly simple inert device 
consisting merely of a loop of copper wire of certain dimensions, 
mounted horizontally. 

The latter has occupied the writer’s attention for the last four 
years and it has been found possible, as long as certain conditions 
are observed, to make use of an unlimited number of loops and 
so neutralise these rays over any required area. This arrangement 
of loops has been made up in the form of a mat or screen with the 
loops fixed to wallpaper or large sheets of corrugated paper. For 
practical reasons, circles of copper foil have been found more 
satisfactory than wire, but this makes no essential difference. 
It is convenient to think of the device as acting as a screen, 
although in fact it may not act as a screen in the true sense of the 
word. If this “ sereen”’ is placed over a reaction band horizon- 
tally, and a dowser, using a hazel twig or its equivalent, walks 
underneath it, he would get no reaction whatever, however strong 
the band. The neutralising properties of this screen have been 
demonstrated instrumentally by Mr. J. C. Maby, B.Sc., F.R.A.S., 
B.S.D., and were dealt with by him in a previous issue of this 
journal*. 





* B.S.D.J., xi, 84, p. 308 
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The next question which arises is what happens if we erect 
such a screen over the bed of a patient suffering from: muscular 
rheumatism who happens to be sleeping on a reaction band ? 
Fourteen such cases have so far been dealt with and twelve of 
them showed a dramatic improvement which has been maintained 
as long as the sereen has been in position. From the point of 
view of neutralising the dowsing reaction, the vertical height of 
the screen above the dowser may be anything up to thirty feet 
but from the point of view of health it would appear that the 
nearer the screen is to the patient’s bed the better. The ideal 
position would be on the roof of a four-poster ! 

It would seem probable that on sites over more or less uniform 
beds of clay, there is a strong field of dowsing rays, although no 
reaction can be found simply because of its uniformity, but it 
‘an have the same detrimental effect on health. 

The practice of neutralising these dowsing or cosmic rays in an 
effort to cure rheumatism is not as new as one might think: We 
mentioned earlier an old wives’ tale with a germ of truth. The one 
in question is the carrying of a potato to ease rheumatism. When 
we are told that this is how someone cured his rheumatics, we are 
apt to smile and marvel at the power of suggestion, but in actual 
fact, it may be quite true. The common potato has the peculiar 
property of weakening, if not exactly neutralising, these rays, 
giving relief in mild forms of rheumatism. The same remarks 
apply to a nutmeg, also sometimes carried for the same purpose. 

The similarity in the results obtained in cases of rheumatism 
between sleeping under a screen and a course of treatment in the 
mineral waters of Bath led the writer to test the mineral water ; 
it was found that while ordinary water had no screening or neutral- 
ising properties, mineral water, as long as it was at least 3} inches 
deep, formed an excellent screen, although no better than one 
composed of copper rings of the appropriate size and form. 

It has also been found that the discomfort arising from any 
injury such as a sprain or fracture, is intensified if the patient 
happens to spend any length of time in a strong dowsing field. 

From the limited number of cases dealt with so far it would 
appear that the effect of the screen is to reduce the tension on 
the sympathetic and parasympathetic systems, and promising 
results have been obtained in circulatory disorders, asthma, 
catarrh, high blood pressure, insomnia, nightmares, and the vague 
pains usually described as muscular rheumatism. 

It is hoped that these screens will meet with the approval of 
the medical profession, and will be a useful weapon in the fight 
against rheumatism and other ailments. These investigations 
are based on a theory put forward by Georges Lakhovsky, and if 
the theory is shown to be correct, then the screen may well form 
the basis for research from a new angle into the problem of cancer. 
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‘“ NOTHING NEW UNDER THE SUN” 


A CHRONOLOGY OF RADIESTHESIA RESEARCH 
BY MARTIN J. PARKINSON. N.D., PS.D., M.I.S.N.P. 


Introducing the lecturer, the Chairman said: I have much pleasure in 
introducing our lecturer this afternoon, Dr. Martin J. Parkinson, one of our 
post-war members. Dr. Parkinson has a diploma in Naturopathy of Great 
Britain, and was awarded a doctorate in Psychology by Indianapolis, U.S.A. 

Since 1948 he has carried out an intensive study in the field of Radiesthesia, 
having previously interested himself in the work of Dr. Reich and that of 
Georges Lakhovsky. 

With the help of Mr. Thomas Laming he founded, in 1951, the Radiesthesia 
Research Group, and in 1952 he delivered a series of Lecture-Demonstrations 
under the auspices of the World Health Association. 

He attended the International Congress of Radiesthesia in Paris last year, 
and was there elected one of the representatives of Great Britain on the 
World Commission of Radiesthesia. 

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, I feel honoured to be 
given this opportunity by Colonel Bell, your President, to speak 
to you about subjects with which you are probably well acquainted. 

If my talk does not deal with anything particularly original, 
it is because the subject of Radiesthesia is probably as old as 
man, and yet newer than the latest research in electronics. If 
my discourse is full of tautology, it is because Radiesthesia and 
its instruments have been discovered and re-discovered over the 
last 200 years in Western Europe by generation after generation 
who each hailed it as the wonderful new science of the future. 
Neither will I bring forward new evidence, balm for the unsure 
personality, that proves that Radiesthesia works. As the great 
Charles Richet said, ‘‘ Dowsing is a fact we must accept. Don’t 
experiment to find out whether it is so! It is so! Go ahead 
and develop it.” (1). 

We know the properties, functions and application of the 
phenomena of Radiesthesia, yet we do not know what it is or 
exactly how it functions. We know exactly as much about the 
nature of Radiesthesia as psychiatrists know about the human 
mind or nuclear physicists do about the smallest particles in 
the atom or the ultimate results of a series of thermonuclear 
reactions. Scientific research has outrun scientific understanding. 
So Eddington can speak of the electron as ** something unknown 
is doing we don’t know what.” He asks, *“* when Lord Rutherford 
showed us the atomic nucleas, did he find it or did he make 
it?” (2). 

We are as wise to-day or perhaps not as wise, as were the 
Chinese and the Egyptians of 3,000 years B.C. about the exact 
nature of Hypnotism and Magnetism, yet we use these phenomena 
widely, the former as a process in education and psycho-therapy 
in our social culture, the latter as an integral part of the dynamics 
of our technology. 
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Man has hardened steel for centuries and manufactured concrete 
for eons, but as yet we do not know exactly why steel hardens 
or concrete aggregate solidifies. We do not doubt the reality 
of the hardness of concrete or the toughness of steel; so also 
let not our present lack of knowledge of the nature of Radiesthesia 
and allied phenomena deter us from expanding our applications 
of the empirically discovered principles by means of the techniques 
which develop from research into the past across the present world 
and towards the future. 


Instruments 


The traditional instruments of Radiesthesia are principally 
two: The rod and the pendulum. Both were used thousands 
of years before our era by the ancient civilisations of China and 
Egypt. 

The former invented the mariner’s compass, a constant com- 
panion in all radiesthesia research, and charts for medical and 
other diagnosis which are the immediate progenitors of many 
charts and discs used universally in Radiesthesia to-day. In fact 
the originals were used in Arabian medicine during the eclipse 
of all culture during the Middles Ages in Europe. (3). The 
latter, with their highly developed physics, mathematics and 
sympathetic magic, survive for us to-day in the mysterious 
pyramid, the principle of four elements and the hermetic principles 
that have percolated down from Hermes Trismegistus, through the 
Hermetic philosophers, Pythagoreans, Essenes, Gnostics, Al- 
chemists, Rosicrusians, Theosophists. to the Radiesthetists, until 
to-day those principles are basic in the theory and practice of 
homeopathy, psycho-somatics, teletherapy and orgonomy. 

There are innumerable variations of these two instruments, 
the first instrument being fundamentally a rod or rods delicately 
balanced which are held in one or both hands; the second 
instrument being simply a weight suspended on a string and held 
vertically between two fingers or finger and thumb in either hand. 
A third instrument, a hybrid between the rod and the pendulum, 
is a long flexible wire, with or without coils in its length, and 
having a weight or coil at the receiving end, held in the operator’s 
hand by means of a solid or a hollow handle intended to contain 
a sample. Since 1947 various models have appeared in Western 
Europe, and in the Western United States those of Charloteau 
(1947), (4), Perreaux (1947), Rocher (1947), Chicca, Wallace. 
Cameron, Parkinson (1952), Blyth-Praeger, and latterly Copen 
(1954), are perhaps best known. These horizontal detectors 
have been called Dutch Rods, Solenos, Zno’s, Aurometres and so 
on. The original was possibly the Rod of Moses who acquired 
his knowledge of Radiesthesia while a priest in the land of the 
Pharaohs. 
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Our survey would not be complete without a short description 
of another instrument which is more specialised in technique and 
more local in origin. Basically, it consists of a rubbing device, 
which is manipulated by the hand or the fingers while varied 
data or formulae are operated mentally or mechanically (i.e., 
certain auxiliaries to the device such as dials, are given certain 
values which have been accepted as conventions or which have 
been inculeated beforehand), until a ‘‘ stick” is encountered. 
This means that the fingers can no longer move freely over the 
device being stroked; and the hand can no longer move the 
dise which has been freely moving over another similar one up 
to that time under circular manipulation. In the accepted con- 
vention. the answer sought is where or on what concept or word, 
the “ stick becomes apparent. 

The original of this instrument is called the Iwa oracle. 
It is used by the witch doctors of the Azande tribe in Anglo- 
Egyptian Sudan in East Africa. (5). An original may be seen 
in the Wellcome Historical Medical Museum collection, ‘* The 
Medicine of Aboriginal Peoples.” Its modern and recent counter- 
part is the class of instruments called Radionic. which have been 
used for Radiesthetic diagnosis in medicine and other fields. 
Various versions have been created by Abrams. Boyd, Whiting. 
Le Prince, Regnault, Starr-White. Colson, Richards, Abbott. 
Parsons. Wigglesworth, MacManus, Martin. Drown and De La 
Warr. The elaborate electronic-cum-radio theory to systematise 
the procedures is in final analysis, the same convention as used 
by the East African witch doctor. 

There is one elborate convention which claims to achieve the 
same results as the foregoing Radionic devices, and to prove 
objectively the validity of the findings by means of photographs. 
I refer, of course, to the device called originally the Homo-Vibra 
Ray instrument. and latterly the Electronic camera. It has 
been demonstrated here in 1953 and in the University of Chicago 
1949-50, that the photographs produced by the highly unorthodox 
procedure. prove to be mere artifacts. (6). 

These are in fact used by the operator, orientated by previously 
supplied data, as a map is used by a dowser or an anatomical 
chart is used by a medical Radiesthetist. As early as 1934 the 
inventor of the original apparatus endeavoured to allay the 
suspicion that these devices could only be successfully used by 
a medium, clairvoyant and telepath. Subsequent claims in 
respect of these and similar devices, indicate that the principal 
operators were individuals of this character. 

Maps, anatomical charts and electronic photographs, however 
produced, do not have any significance radiationally. They are 
but frames of reference, projection screens for the mind, concen- 
tration points to facilitate the search for required information. 
These frames are nothing of themselves, but only as the operator 
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interpreted them. All such projection screens function like 
crystal gazing which is universal and of great antiquity. It is 
found in Ancient Egypt, Assyria, India, China and among the 
Incas, Maoris and Kahunas of Polynesia. The nature of the 
device does not matter ; it may be either a bowl of water, a pool 
of ink, a crystal or a mirror. The principles are the same, a 
convention, concentration, auto-hypnosis and _ interpretation. 
Those are the principles operative in the interpretation of all 
so-called electronic camera photographs. 

In the time at my disposal,. I cannot but illustrate by an 
example here and there, the demonstrable fact that there is 
nothing new under the sun. Over 4,000 years ago the Babylonians 
had already formulated the fundamental laws of mathematics, 
laws which were not re-discovered by the Greeks until fifteen 
hundred years later. ‘* The pride of Babylonian mathematicians, 
the sexagesimal system, has imposed itself on the world. We still 
divide the circle into 360 parts, the hour into 60 minutes and the 
minute into 60 seconds.” (7). 

The 360 protractor scale is the basis of the Marty Vitality 
Chart, perhaps the most useful and simplest of Radiesthesia 
charts to-day. (8). 

The ever-ready pocket watch, an apparatus par excellence in 
Radiesthesia, is also dependent on the ancient sexagesimal system. 
The Egyptians were also mathematicians extraordinary. What is 
most remarkable about the largest and most important of the 
pyramids, that of Cheops, is the way in which mathematics 
entered into its technical construction. The builders of the 
pyramid knew the “famous Ratio, s=3.14159, of the circum- 
ference of a circle to its diameter, thousands of years ago ; more- 
over they applied it in their mechanical arts. It was not re- 
discovered in later times until the Dutch mathematician, Ludolf 
van Ceulen, calculated it in the sixteenth century.” (9). 


Pyramids 

Hollow models of the Great Pyramids of Cheops made in exact 
proportions to the original are pieces of apparatus familiar to 
most Radiesthetists to-day. These will mummify or dehydrate 
organic substances which would normally putrefy in the same 
period, if these are placed within the structure, while the sides 
are orientated exactly North/South. These substances, fruit, 
meat, fish, etc., are placed in the interior at about one-third of 
the height from the base, approximately where the King’s Chamber 
is situated in the original pyramid. 

These models have been used experimentally to sharpen razor 
blades, act as bacteriacides, also for the charging of cotton wool 
with energy and the creation of the so-called pyramid water (i.e., 
water that has remained within the pyramid for 36 hours). 
Experiments were carried out in Italy in 1949 by some doctors 
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who, using a human subject seated orientated North/South, 
placed a hollow pyramid on his head and recorded that the subject 
developed nausea, headache and nervousness. The symptom 
picture coincided with the syndrone found in radiation sickness 
following contamination from radio-active matter and_ that 
described by the Orgone Bio-Physicist, Dr. Wilhelm Reich. 
resulting from the Oranur Project, when radio-active cobalt 
triggered accumulated Orgone energy and developed what Reich 
termed subsequently D.O.R. (Deadly Orgone Energy). (10). 

The force of energy generated in the interior of such pyramid 
structures has not yet been identified or correlated with our 
current knowledge of radiation. Why such effects occur is a 
very fruitful field of enquiry. The mass or material of a pyramid 
is of no importance. The basic principle resides in its precise 
form. Interest in the Great Pyramid, a structure of immense 
precision, a solid reminder of the secret science of the Pharaohs, 
was stimulated following the researches and measurements of 
William Piazzi Smyth, Astronomer Royal of Scotland in the 
1870's. who, unfortunately, brought his calculations to their 
most illogical conclusion. 

First practical applications of these findings by means of 
experimental models have been attributed to the French Radies- 
thetists Bovis, Lacroix-a-l Henri and Chaumery and de Belizal, 
who carried on much experimental work in the mid-thirties. 
But my own researches in the British Patent Office have revealed 
that a German, Herr Stettner, of Stuttgart, applied for a British 
Patent in 1931 for his pyramid apparatus, which patent was 
subsequently granted. This claimed to eliminate the type of 
terrestial radiation termed noxious. As the invention suggested, 
the apparatus neutralised natural rays which he catalogued as 
Earth Rays. Cosmic Rays and Magnetic (horizontal) Rays. 
Certain modifications. different from contemporary models, 
assisted in the attainment of the above result. Improvements, 
such as the incorporation of levels and compass into the base, 
simplified orientation. 

Experiments in the last two decades revealed that there were 
a number of other methods that could produce the dehydration 
effect so characteristic of pyramids. Most were based on Egyptian 
principles and employed the waves of form, for example :— 
cones, demispheres, Seals of Solomon, batteries of hemispheres, 
tubes containing 56 spirals in series of 4. Egyptian Steles in fours, 
or modern Catalyser tubes. All employed the principle of 
polarity. The final method which also employs the polarity 
principle present in all such processes, is the so-called animal 
magnetism or emanation from the hands of humans who have 
the reputed ability to heal. The hands which cause blood to flow, 
i.e., move in an organism and induce a feeling of physical and 
mental well-being, can also produce stasis or dehydration in 
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organic bodies. In other words, hands that heal can also 
mummify. 

It must be remarked in passing, that the D.O.R. (Deadly 
Negative Orgone Energy), the prolonged pyramid process, and 
emanations from human hands, can produce the same effect, 
dehydration. What exactly is the co-relationship ? At the other 
pole the positive orgone produces a movement of energy flow, 
the pyramid charges water with beneficial energy and the healing 
hands cause circulation to move where stasis was before. What 
is the common denominator ? 


Human Radiations and Primordial Energy 

Personal healers who cure by the laying on of hands have 
existed throughout the world from the Egyptian priest physicians 
at the Temple of Isis at Philae to physician priests in Harley 
Street to-day. With the advent of Anton Mesmer who termed 
the emanations “‘ animal magnetism ” for want of a better term, 
and the researches of Baron von Reichenbach on the same 
phenomenon which he called ** Od,” there was an increasing need 
to demonstrate objectively to the sceptical the real existence 
of this energy from the hands. 

So from Abbé Fortin in 1850 until the present day, there have 
appeared a series of devices created for this purpose. They may 
be roughly divided into three forms. 

(a) A delicately suspended pendulum or needle ; (b) a sensitively 
balanced cylinder ; or (c) a finely balanced needle. Most were 
contained or intended for enclosure in a glass cylinder or bell 
jar. Experiments consisted in bringing either hand or both 
close to the suspended pendulum or balanced cylinder or needle, 
and by act of volition endeavouring to get these to move without 
initial motion due to contact or close approximity. The names 
of de Tromelin, Baraduc, Joire, Fortin, Boirac, LaFontaine, 
Archat, Legge, Fayol, de Thore, Luzy, Dowding, Ash, Auscher, 
Pols, MacBeth and Maby have been associated with experimental 
projects and creation of the detectors. Most of these devices 
were used at one time or another to demonstrate the existence 
of a new form of energy. Every decade for the last few centuries 
somebody has made a claim to have discovered a force in physics, 
or has demonstrated the age-old traditional Cosmic Universal 
Energy or Aether. More often it is to demonstrate to the 
public and the coterie of followers that some individual has 
discovered in himself the ability to move these sensitive instru- 
ments without contact and by implication take upon his shoulder 
the aura of Jesus Christ, Master and Essene, the mantle of 
Valentine Greatrakes the stroker, and inherit the competence of 
Imhotep the great physician. 

Occasionally this force has been used to demonstrate a particular 
theory or concept, for example by Dr. Paul Joire, who demon- 
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strated his Sthénometre to the International Congress of Psy- 
chiatry in 1907 in London. This consisted of a fine needle of 
organic matter (straw) resting on a central pivot and delicately 
poised above a protractor, the entire assembly enclosed by a 
hemisphere. With this he endeavoured to prove the existence of 
nervous energy from the hands and the possibility that this 
energy could be externalised in various other bodies. He also 
discovered that certain substances were capable of storing this 
force in different proportions : such as wood, water, linen, glass 
and cardboard. Materials which were found to be incapable of 
storing this force are iron, tin, wool and cotton. (11). These 
materials were arranged to form a therapeutic box, technically 
called an Orgone Energy Accumulator by Dr. Wilhelm Reich 
in the U.S.A. about forty years later. 

The accumulator is made of sheet iron on the inside and organic 
material (wood or celotex) on the outside. The theory is that 
orgone energy is attracted by the organic substance on the outside 
from the atmosphere, and is passed on to the metal which then 
radiates it inwards. Living organisms or water-bearing materials 
entering and remaining in the accumulator for some time attract 
and absorb the accumulated energy and are thereby assisted 
therapeutically. (12). 

The Sthénometre, Dr. Joire’s other discovery, has been re- 
contructed by Professor Antoine Luzy, the well-known prota- 
gonist of Radiesthesia, and it still functions to-day in the Institut 
Para-Scientifique in Paris. 

Dr. Baradue was a contemporary of Dr. Joire who conceived 
man as an accumulator of vital cosmic forces; this fact he 
endeavoured to demonstrate with his biometer which consisted 
of two pendulums suspended within a glass cloche. For instance, 
it is claimed that this apparatus enabled him to show differences 
in cosmic vital foree in the Church at Lourdes when there were 
pilgrims worshipping and when the church was empty. Further 
experiments produced more elaborate fundamental ray charts 
than those first suggested by Dr. Leger working in London half 
a century before. Dr. Baraduc also discovered that certain 
formalised religious statues formed patterns involving crosses and 
squares which gave off beneficial radiation. (13). 

More recently in our own time, some Radiesthetists, notably 
Brochenin, have confirmed this; while Lacroix-a-lHenri and 
Chaumery and De Belizal have demonstrated that mummy cases, 
the statues from Easter Island and various religious and fetish 
statues give off noxious radiations. Occasionally the disturbances 
or bad luck caused by these statues makes news headlines in the 
press. These positive and negative aspects of the waves from 
forms may be fruitful for further research. Many of the concepts 
of Dr. Baraduc related to what he termed Cosmic Vital Energy. 
and his efforts to demonstrate by photographs the effluvia existing 
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in darkened closed rooms and from human hands, (14), were 
afterwards adapated by Dr. Reich in America to explain and 
demonstrate the Energy termed by him Orgone, and previously 
called Vital Energy by Dr. Baraduc and Od by Baron Charles 
von Reichenbach. (15). 

Thus the chain is linked from the tub of Dr. Anton Mesmer 
(which consisted of a block of wood with projecting iron handles) 
through his followers, von Reichenbach, Ashburner, Leger, 
Baraduc and Joire to the six-sided box, iron inside and wood 
or other organic substance outside. which Dr. Wilhelm Reich, 
fellow Viennese, constructed 150 years afterwards and called the 
Orgone Accumulator. 

The discovery and re-discovery of what is essentially the same 
phenomenon is consistent with the evolutionary cycle of man’s 
cultural progression. 

Yet such progression is not without its deviations and delays 
due to hasty interpretation. Contemporaries of Drs. Joire and 
Baraduc, Dr. Gustave le Bon, great Sociologist turned Physicist. 
and Mr. F. Legge, of the Royal Institute of Great Britain, elimin- 
ated the possibility that the foregoing experiments of Drs. Joire 
and Baraduc demonstrated any (sic) spiritual, vital, thought, 
or nervous forces, unique in themselves. They concluded that 
the forces were neither vital as suggested by Dr. Baraduc nor 
nervous as postulated by Dr. Paul Joire, but that the motive 
force was electro-magnetic and obeyed the laws of such energies. 
F. Legge reports these observations after experiments with an 
insulated pendulum apparatus of his own devising. (16). Fol- 
lowing a suggestion and experiment of Dr. Le Bon, a needle was 
freely suspended in a vacuum flask, the usual trials were made, 
but the experiments were completely negative. (17). This same 
experiment has been suggested again as recently as 1945 in 
connection with the dice experiments of Dr. J. B. Rhine, of Duke 
University, North Carolina, which purport to demonstrate the 
existence of P.K., an abbreviation of “* psycho-kinesis ” standing 
for “‘ the supernatural movements of objects at a distance in the 
absence of any known force or energy moving them.” It is 
agreed that if the subject can shift the die from one face to an- 
other, he should be able to move a delicately balanced needle 
under a vacuum jar. 

In 1887, a Monsieur M. J. Thore published a report called 
‘““A New Force.” By means of a fixed pendulum apparatus 
consisting of an ivory cylindrical pendulum suspended by 
an unspun silk thread, he endeavoured to demonstrate the 
existence of a new force inherent in the human organism. He 
communicated his experiments to Sir William Crookes, F.R.S., 
one of the most eminent scientists of the day, who successfully 
repeated the experiments, some of which consisted in placing a 
cylinder adjacent to the suspended pendulum on its right or left 


143 











side, when it proceeded to gyrate appropriately. The inter- 
pretation of M. Thore was not maintained in the report: ‘On 
the supposed New Force of M. J. Thore ” which was delivered 
to the Royal Society in London. Sir William Crookes found 
that a cylinder of hot water was able to effect rotation as well 
as an adjacent observer. This fact was ascertained by the use 
of a telescope. The conclusion drawn, in keeping with similar 
observations made by the scientist, was that the cause was radia- 
tion—not necessarily associated with an adjacent human being. 
(18). One fact may be noted here, however, the effect of forms 
of themselves on delicately balanced needles or suspended weights 
was not known at this time, an aspect which will be touched 
upon in a moment. 

Once again, as has happened before and will happen again, 
there was a claim for discovery of a New Force, which force was 
then demonstrated to be but an aspect or a function of known 
forces. Mesmer, Ritter, Reichenbach, de Thore, Baraduc, Joire, 
Holzheimer, Brunler and Reich have not produced any convincing 
evidence that they have revealed any New Force ; it may be only 
the dual function of a force already known. This is no original 
contention. It has been made by reputable and _ responsible 
individuals a dozen times in the last 150 years. Two factors 
which are of particular interest are common to all these researchers. 
Almost all used pendulums to demonstrate this postulated force 
which, all discovered, revealed itself in dual manifestations. 
Reich notably failed to observe this phenomenon in his account 
of what he terms Orgone. Although his clinical reports, theor- 
etical assumptions and philosophical speculations demonstrate 
that polarity manifestations are the common functioning prin- 
ciples. Despite Dr. Reich’s dialetic orientation he seems only 
partially aware of the significance of polarity as an intrinsic 
element in his concepts and creations. 

Another dialetical thinker, Dr. Edmond Szekely, after many 
years’ research published in 1936 the description of what he terms 
the Cosmo-Vital Bath which, using the concept of Dr. Reich, 
is a natural Orgone Accumulator. (19). This fact is confirmed 
by Reich himself in the Report of the Oranur Experiment (1947- 
1951) when the orgonomic functionalism of a combined sun and 
water bath is outlined in terms of Reich’s Orgone Bio-Physics, 
(20) the empirical discovery having been made and used by Szekely 
almost two decades earlier. 

An examination of a considerable number of these “* Cosmic 
Energy ” accumulators and condensers created all over the world 
in the last half century reveals a common functioning principle. 
This is simply some form of conductor between two dielectrics, 
the opposite principle to the well-known electrical condenser 
where one dielectric is between two conductors. 

The common philosophical concepts which functioned in the 
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cultural climate inhabited by individuals who are ideological 
and racial brothers, have important bearing on the nature and 
structure of ideas produced. So it happens with Holzheimer, 
Brunler and Reich, who termed the force within which the 
researches centred respectively : Cosmo Bio Od Rays, (21) Cosmic 
Bio Energy and Cosmic Orgone Energy. Being Germanic and 
educated in the intellectual atmosphere of Kant, Hegel and, in 
the case of Reich, Marx, their metaphysical speculations reflected 
the cosmic concepts current in the German culture of their time. 
Their terminology and research orientations were a continuation 
of the original German researchers Mesmer, Ritter and von 
Reichenbach, who had termed the object of their work * animal 
magnetism, siderism and Od.” This terminology and research 
orientation was but a reflection of magnetism, especially ferro- 
magnetism which had been recently re-discovered and was the 
subject of much research. The three Frenchmen de Thore, 
Baradue and Joire (influenced principally by Mesmer and existing 
tendencies in thought also extended by Bergson, whose term 
‘**Elan Vital” is often used to describe the energy they termed 
New (human) force, Vital force and Nervous force) were more 
concerned with discovering the function of each force in the 
individual man. The cultivation of “la sensibilite*’ and the 
emotion of sympathy and its examination, are attitudes found 
in French culture which no doubt influenced de Thore. Baraduc 
and Joire in their endeavour to demonstrate the existence of 
special radiations in the human hand, the lights and movements 
of the human soul or the fluctuations of the human personality. 
They were concerned largely with the uniqueness of man as a 
vital element co-relative to the universe rather than conceiving 
him a part of mass and cosmos. 

Despite the experiments of F. Legge and Le Bon and of Sir 
William Crookes, F.R.S., in 1908, Comte de Tromelin constructed 
an extraordinarily simple apparatus in paper. This consisted of a 
paper cylinder through which a rod is thrust at one extremity. 
A needle pierces this rod in the centre and by this means the 
device is delicately balanced on a glass. These devices in their 
varied modifications were called by their inventor “ Moteur a 
fluide.”” With these he hoped to demonstrate the mysteries of 
the Universe and the laws and properties of the effluvia from the 
human hand. Further description of these devices (which may 
have been based upon an invention of a Herr Pol of Berlin who. 
in 1899 secured a British patent for a like device which claimed 
to demonstrate Od positive and Od negative force and polarity) 
is unnecessary because the later adaptations of Fayol, Dowding 
and Ash are well known. 

As will be indicated presently these failed to demonstrate 
the postulated radiation from the human hand other than as 
heat given off by a living being. Yet it is interesting to record 
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that these same motors were used by M. A. Vandenhoff, Director 
du Centre C.I.E.R. of Brussels, to demonstrate successfully the 
waves of form from the Seal of Solomon and a battery of four 
elements. That these forms were able to mobilise these 
‘** moteurs ”’ is a fact of some significance which might be remem- 
bered when I proceed to elaborate more on forms and their 
significance in Radiesthesia. (22). 

In 1926 M. E. Clément Martin proceeded to examine under 
laboratory conditions the Sthénometre of Dr. Joire, the pendulum 
apparatus of de Thore and the little paper motors of de Tromelin 
(as well as like apparatus, notably that of de la Fontaine, Boirac 
and the bioscope of Dr. Collonges). He concluded that the 
movements were the result of convection in the apparatus, caused 
by the heat of the human hand and other bodies in proximity 
to the apparatus. In relative vacuum, movement ceases alto- 
gether. M. Clément Martin’s conclusions are terse and definite. 
“Contrary to our original assumptions, we finally find nothing 
in the movements of the apparatus which could lead one to 
attribute these movements to any cause other than to the action 
of heat.” (28). 

Perhaps if our own contemporaries who are engaged in similar 
types of demonstration will take the experimental precautions 
to repeat the experiments of Legge, Le Bon and Clément Martin, 
their theoretical concepts and conclusions would be less open to 
question. 

There is nothing particularly unique in the effluvia from the 
human hand. Nor are individuals who use the emanations of 
their hands for the production of movement or stasis in organic 
beings in any way unique. Others possess the same abilities 
in more or less degree. As in Radiesthesia, there are degrees of 
sensibility from the super-sensitive to the non-sensitive in a very 
gradual continuum. There is no particular vice or virtue in it, 
certainly no superiority or unique relationship with a supreme 
being or a demonic power. 

Tentative conclusions which might be drawn from all these 
experiments are : 

First : The operative force was Electro-magnetism. 

Second ; All matter radiates. 

Third: Human effluvia have no particular superiority over 
certain forms. 

Fourth : Certain forms can produce the same phenomena as 
human effluvia. 


Automatic Pendulums 

Parallel development of invention in relationship to the auto- 
matic pendulum becanie apparent at the same time as develop- 
ment of apparatus which has just been considered. This is in 
keeping with the concept of convergence which is to be expected 
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in the earlier stages of any particular invention. Sometimes 
simultaneous developments take place. Some complicated in- 
ventions appear to be the developments of earlier simpler ones, 
or the re-appearance in a more sophisticated form of those that 
have disappeared. Such is the pattern of evolution in the so- 
called automatic or fixed pendulum. 

Before I chronicle the development of the fixed pendulum 
from De Briche in 1838 to Ehny in 1953, I would like to describe 
an even more recent innovation that does not fall into the cate- 
gories of contact or P.K. into which almost all apparatus to be 
mentioned will fall. 

A retired physician, Dr. Felix Pasteur, of Paris, has invented 
a gravitational pendulum with perpetual movement. This 
consists simply of a glass sphere 5 centimetres in diameter of the 
types used in Xmas decorations, at the end of a nylon thread 2 
metres in length, suspended between two masses, set apart about 
10 to 30 centimetres. (Two cylinders, stone jars or bottles have 
been successfuly used). The nature of the masses is of no 
importance ; iron, copper or glass have all been tried ; all have 
the same effect, but in their absence the pendulum stops ;_ if 
they are replaced the pendulum starts again. Precise East/West 
orientation is necessary and the pendulum should not be exposed 
to direct or reflected sunlight. The pendulum seems to recharge 
with energy with every movement between the masses. The 
phenomenon is as yet unexplained as are certain features. If 
direct sunlight falls on the pendulum it stops. The shadow of 
a cloud starts it again, as does nightfall. Dr. Pasteur believes 
that his pendulum reacts to a force which is the inverse of the 
magnetism of the sun. (24). 

The whole history of Radiesthesia, like that of Psycho-therapy, 
resolves itself into a series of spasmodic revivals followed by 
periods of reaction and loss of interest. Thus the late forties 
and early fifties of the last century, the period from 1890 until 
1910, the First World War years, the early thirties and the late 
forties of this century have shown unusual outbursts of invention 
in the entire field. 

In the field of what can be termed for the sake of convenience, 
Automatic Pendulums, that is pendulums fixed to rigid supports 
and not influenced directly by any unconscious reflex action of 
the muscles of hand and arm, the first must be attributed to 
J. de Briche. His pendulum, suspended by thread from a wooden 
rod fixed in a solid base, moved by contact with the rod. This 
apparatus was the basis of all similar devices. In 1851, J. O. N. 
Rutter, of Brighton, invented a more elaborate apparatus called 
a Magnetoscope, which was used in the following year by Dr. 
Leger to demonstrate what he termed the Magnetoid Character- 
istics of the Elementary Principles and their relationship with 
the organism of man. Dr. Leger researching at 20 Gerrard Street, 


147 











Soho, was one of London’s first medical Radiesthetists. Baron 
von Reichenbach came from Vienna and visited Rutter and Leger 
in England to examine their Magnetoscopes. He produced a 
pendulum apparatus which had such improvements as a round 
ball fitted into the supporting column for easier contact. A fur- 
ther improvement consisted of a pointed pendulum in resin which 
had, undoubtedly, been inspired by Dr. Herbert Mayo who 
discovered at that time that pendulums, or as he termed them 
* Odometers.” could give optimum results when made from 
shellac, sealing-wax and resin. These facts, discovered experi- 
mentally by Dr. Mayo in 1850, were confirmed once again by 
Marguerite Maury in 1953, when she states “* The maximum 
(rotary movement) has been obtained with pendulums of colo- 
phane, a resinous material particularly sensitive to luminous 
and electric radiations.” (25). 

Further major developments did not appear until De Thore 
endeavoured to demonstrate the existence of a New Force as I 
have described previously. In 1889, however, a London medical 
electrician, Henry Whiting, constructed an apparatus which he 
called an ‘ Odimeter.” This was a pendulum instrument for 
measuring, as he termed it, Odic or Nerve force, detecting disease. 
vitality of each organ and excess or loss of nerve or Odie fluid. 
It was also claimed that it determined the effect of atmospheric 
changes on nervous temperaments (or, as we would now term 
them, Psycho-neurotics). The apparatus consisted mainly of an 
electro-magnet to which was attached an acorn-shaped pendulum 
containing steel fillings and crystals or mercury. This was 
suitably linked with a battery and a sensitive galvanometer which 
was in addition to the 360° disc over which the pendulum was 
suspended. Part of the apparatus was grasped in the right hand ; 
no direct contact was made with the pendulum. while the fore- 
finger of the left hand was used as a probe. 

About four years later, F. Legge produced his Human Electo- 
scope with which it was hoped to extend knowledge of electricity 
and the nerves. As I have described above, this researcher 
succeeded in demonstrating that in a vacuum any influence from 
the hand on a suspended weight ceases. 

A decade later, Dr. Vicente Beracocehea, of Mexico City, 
introduced a new and improved apparatus for determining sex, 
indicating medical treatment and determining the exact character- 
istics of certain medicines, i.e.. what positive or negative effects 
homoeopathically ionized medicines possessed. His copper pen- 
dulum, suspended over a mariner’s compass, hung from a copper 
ball. which was supported by an enclosing framework of glass 
and copper. This had outside connection by means of copper 
wires to a conductor plate on which were placed objects to be 
examined or which itself was placed in a subject’s armpits. As 
in Whiting’s apparatus, there was no direct connection with the 
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enclosed pendulum. 

After the First World War, Dr. Charles Russ demonstrated 
an instrument which could be set in motion by human vision. 
He described this in the Lancet in 1921. It consisted of an 
aluminium-lined box with a mica window, through which it was 
possible to move a suspended cylinder by direct vision. This 
apparatus was, no doubt, the forerunner of other later devices 
motified telekinetically. (26). With the exception of a most 
important Swiss invention which I will describe in some detail 
later, no other similar invention appeared until Dr. Samuel 
Aysoy, of Ankara, Turkey, invented a pendulum detector which 
he called “‘ The Radio Syntoniser.” This consisted of a pendulum 
in a copper-sheeted box with two long red lights to shield it 
from external radiation, a receiver coil which served the same 
function as the Mexican physician’s copper conductor, and a 
magnetic mirror. Dr. Aysoy was granted a Turkish patent for 
this apparatus in 1944. (27). 

Almost a hundred years after von Reichenbach produced his 
pendulum, Castelli, in Italy, published details of his fixed pen- 
dulum, which did not differ essentially in outline or detail from 
the earlier one, both having a cone-shaped pendulum and being 
suspended from a rigid arm. Movement is induced by touching 
this arm with the forefinger. (28). In France in 1953 Marius 
Ehny produced a similar suspended cone-shaped pendulum. 
This differed from the original in the following particulars. 
Reichenbach’s was a naturally dynamic resin, while Ehny’s had 
an artificially induced dynamism incorporated by subjecting the 
potentised alchohol in the container to successive magnetic fields 
or high tension currents. Again, nothing new under the sun! 

The French inventor claimed a_ telekinetic effect with his 
pendulum. This had been claimed by Jean Ausher in 1952 for 
his Telekinesimetre, which had a trio of pendulums (as had the 
improved magnetoscope of Dr. Leger in 1852). Similar attributes 
of “‘ psi” sensitivity were claimed for the Rotary Electroscope 
or electrical pendulum by Dr. Michael Ash the following year. (29). 

In this survey we find that the devices of Drs. Russ and Ash 
and Messrs. Ausher and Ehny can be grouped under “ Psycho- 
kinesis,”’ while the rest, with one exception, can be grouped under 
* Indirect Contact Pendulums.” 

I would now like to speak in some detail about this exception, 
which I consider is the most important single discovery in the 
field of Automatic Pendulums, that I have been fortunate enough 
to find. This pendulum instrument originated in Switzerland in 
the early thirties and has made a very favourable impression on 
the Swiss press according to accounts in the best-known European 
Radiesthesia Journal La Radiesthésie Pour Tous. 

This pendulum apparatus is for the observation of Radiation 
emitted by living individuals of either sex, or rather from their 
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photographs. The pendulum, attached to a special emitter of 
radiation, is suspended above the original photograph which 
emits human radiations of a living being and this photograph 
can thus be examined by the auto-energised emitter, independent 
of all personal influence. The apparatus is free from all human 
influence and exactitude can only be maintained on this basis. 
The emitter serves to neutralise and free the cone-shaped pendulum 
which can thus oscillate freely suspended by its thread. 

The apparatus determines automatically the sex of the in- 
dividual in the photograph. If the person is dead, the pendulum 
will oscillate from East to West. In normal operative procedure 
determining the whereabouts of a living person, the pendulum, 
when presented with an original photograph, will move from East 
to West until it has picked up radiations from the photograph. 
Then it will gyrate anti-clockwise, the extent of the gyration 
being related to the distance of the living person sought from the 
place of operation. When this ceases, the pendulum gives a 
directional oscillation. 

Experiments conducted at Zurich have shown that to deter- 
mine a living individual at Baden took 5 to 6 minutes (pendulum 
gyrations), Berlin 10 minutes, Paris 9 minutes, London 12 minutes 
and New York 17 minutes. 

By placing the photograph between two mirrors and on a 360° 
chart, the direction of the free pendulum oscillations is deter- 
mined and the bearings are carried to an exactly orientated map. 
Another reading, giving a cross check from an angle at least 30 
degrees apart, is necessary to determine the exact place where 
the living individual sought is to be found. 

The emitter of radiation is the principal part of the apparatus. 
It comprises a cylinder composed of two layers of graphite with 
a specific combination of certain chemicals in between. The 
pendulum thread must start from the bottom layer of graphite. 
The cone-shaped pendulum itself is made of certain crystals or 
pyrites of minerals. 

Here at last is a pendulum apparatus free of all human influence 
(although its application is limited to determination of sex. the 
fact that an individual is alive or dead and, if alive, his exact 
whereabouts). The instrument puts the radionic autoscopes 
among the oracles of African tribes. In operation there seems 
to be no convention ; only the physical plotting of an objectively 
determined direction and the mechanical charging of the instru- 
ment, the chemically energised emitter, periodically. (30). 

Full details of this instrument have been forwarded to Dr. 
Casasopra. President du Centro Ticinese Studi di Radiestesia. 
Lugano, Switzerland, who is also President of the World Com- 
mission for Radiesthesia. Later, perhaps, there will be further 
material to report. 
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Teletherapy 

Having shown by a few random examples how the basis of 
some contemporary Research in Radiesthesia has origin in the 
past, perhaps it would be fruitful to examine some experimental 
work in the past. As such it may be termed primitive science 
by its admirers and superstition by its detractors—superstition 
that proves to be sound empirical sense. It does not matter 
whether it is called God or magic or radiesthesia. Does it work ? 
When one sets a cause in motion, are the desired effects found 
consistently ? 

Current Radiesthetic theory and practice goes back about fifty 
years, although pioneers like J. O. N. Rutter and Drs. Leger and 
Mayo and Ashburner in this country worked with their magneto- 
scopes and odometres over a hundred years ago, laying down the 
foundations of polarity, fundamental rays and the use of dielec- 
trics in Radiesthesia. The Dynamic Variables in Radiesthesia 
first observed by Dr. Mayo (31) have been the subject of much 
research subsequently, from his contemporary Dr. Theodore 
Leger (32) to Mr. J. Cecil Maby. 

Developed concepts and methods are at least 7,000 years old. 
The basic instruments of Ancient Egypt and of China are not 
fundamentally different from those commonly used to-day. Yet 
the most advanced and avant garde of modern techniques, that 
of teletherapy or broadcasting, is at least 20,000 years old. 
Sympathetic magic is as old as the mind of man. Belief in the 
forces of mana or primordial power was natural to primitive 
man. It is universally distributed all over the planet, and is the 
basis of the oldest life philosophy and religion. It has survived 
throughout the ages and exists in our time as is well known to 
workers in Radiesthesia. Essentially there is no difference 
between a priest-artist-witch-doctor of 20,000 years ago, who 
placed a circle on the side of a bison drawn ceremonially on a 
cavern wall and a Radiesthetist to-day who places a cross drawn 
on paper covered with mystic symbols of biochemic remedies on 
a so-called Radionic instrument. The former believed he could 
disintegrate the life principle of the bison and injure it for the 
well-being of his tribe (i.e., for the end result, food). (33). The 
latter believes he can integrate and heal his patient whose blood 
spot or photograph replaces the bison drawing as a point of 
concentration. In all these essentials, cave man and modern 
Radiesthetist are alike in fundamental procedures. There is one 
essential difference, the power or mana regarded as supernatural 
by modern man was regarded as utterly real and natural to the 
primitive. Perhaps to make this distinction clear, an illustration 
may be useful. The notion of a Supreme Being is altogether 
foreign to peoples who believe in a supernatural power or influence 
called mana, which shows itself in physical force or in any kind 
of power or excellence (a quality very desirable to possess for 
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oneself). Whether the mana is intrinsic in the article or procedure 
itself, or is so endowed by the individual, is a question not always 
asy to answer. To illustrate. ‘* A man in Melanesia comes by 
chance upon a stone which takes his fancy, its shape is singular 
and it is like something. It is certainly not a common stone. 
there must be mana in it. So he argues to himself and he puts 
it to the proof. He buries it in the ground when he plants his 
garden ; an abundant crop shows that he is right, the stone is 
mana.” (34). A contemporary Radiesthetist finds a curious 
stone, believes it to have mana, which he terms radio-active, a 
property in keeping with the belief system of the most widely 
accepted religion to-day, Science. He also puts it to the test. 
Perhaps he places it in a jar with flowers and they continue to 
flourish for a prolonged period. Or maybe he places it in water 
in a glass which, covered with a mystic disc, forms, in his estima- 
tion, a radionic instrument. To prove his contention, he may 
place a blood spot on the top with some medicines. The results 
of this broadcast are favourable, the patient reports much relief. 
He was correct, the stone had Radiesthetic power and properties. 
In other words, it had mana. 

If the concepts of the pre-historic witch doctors or Shamans 
and some present-day Teletherapists differ, they are nevertheless 
united in one aim; that is to recognise the workings of the 
omnipresent power, to have part in it, to use it and to master it. 
Their efforts to influence and utilise these all pervading powers is 
‘alled “‘ magic.”” Whether it is termed ‘‘ making mana” or 
‘** Hyper-Physic Iontherapy ” the procedure, the basic concept 
and the desired end result are the same. The orientation in prim- 
itive and modern man is the only difference. 

Sympathetic magic was an intrinsic part of the culture of the 
so-called primitives. In our ignorance, because of our tech- 
nological superiority, we have termed “ primitive’ cultures 
which may prove to be superior in relation to our disintegrating 
culture in the next decades. We need only contrast the highly 
complex cosmogony of the Dogon, a people in the French Sudan, 
which is well integrated with their social organisation and any 
typical Western community which is so disintegrated that social 
and cosmic relationships are disorganised, and any radio or tele- 
vision stimulus other than the usual hypnotical pattern will 
develop a panic reaction. 

In Western Europe the tradition of sympathetic magic stemming 
from Egypt was broken when organised dogma suppressed the 
Gnostics, the Mithras cult and the mysteries after the fall of the 
Roman Empire with the onset of barbarism. In the 15th century, 
Paracelsus, who introduced metals in therapy and re-discovered 
the use of magnets and magnetism, wrote at some length about 
Blood or Excreta as samples containing Mumia, which was con- 
sidered the essence of life. This was regarded also as a vehicle 
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linked with a patient, which could be acted upon and made to 
influence the patient at a distance. Paracelsus believed “ All 
organic functions are caused by the activity of one universal 
principle of life.” His basic theory, which is, in fact, the basis of 
all subsequent theories and procedures in this field, is briefly 
this: “* The mumia coming from the body of a person continues 
to remain for a while in sympathetic relationship (magnetic 
rapport) with the mumia contained in such a person and they 
act magnetically upon each other.”” The mumia here means 
both Life Force and sample. The mumia or sample was treated 
as if the individual was present, essentially as modern Tele- 
therapists proceed. Paracelsus and his followers, notably Sir 
Kenelm Digby, operated by subjecting the mumia to physical 
treatment such as heat to produce sweating in the actual patient. 
Their modern counterparts, Dr. Van der Sype, M. Herrinckx and 
Louis Turenne and their followers, use chemical therapy of various 
types in association with the sample (i.e., part of a patient which 
was termed by Paracelsus the “ Mumia ”’). 

Paracelsus was a revolutionary in medical practice whose 
influence is felt to this day. Yet he would appear quite orthodox 
compared to many present-day Radiesthetists who contend that 
a magic relationship exists not only between a thing and its 
analogous imitation—equally mystical is the connection between 
a thing and its name. “Even philosophers like Plato and 
Aristotle believed that the name of a thing is contained in it like 
an invisible kernel and that the name determines its very nature.” 
(35). Among older cultures, there is a strong idea that a thing 
and its name are almost one. Word samples to-day have been 
used for everything from individuals to food, remedies and even 
for arbitrary figures representing conventions called Rates. 

All this is not without some universal cultural heritage. ‘‘ There 
is widespread acceptance that the name of a person has the 
same magic qualities as his picture. There is great reluctance 
to have one’s picture painted or one’s photograph taken among 
many peoples. In the belief that the portraying of an individual 
would do harm to his soul, Mohammed forbade all pictorial 
representations of human beings. Many primitives believe that 
the man who owns the portrait of another man has thereby magic 
powers over him ....”’ The written name of a person may 
be used in the same way as his picture or his spoken name. The 
name of a man written on a piece of paper may be symbolically 
hanged or burned to destroy its bearer.” (35). 

Here it seems are the origins of the “ word sample” and the 
use of the photograph as a vehicle for diagnosis and for integrative 
or disintegrative purposes. These function in the same way as 
substances taken from the person, such as nails, hair, saliva 
and personal garments “‘ which are considered to be parts of the 
individual, part of his spirit or soul which can be dealt with as 
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though they were the person himself. The distribution of this 
custom is world wide.” (35). 

Corresponding to active effigy magic, where waxen dolls are 
pierced with needles, *‘ preventive magic with the help of symbolic 
pictures or objects has developed. Just as the picture of a 
person or his heart may be used to injure the corresponding 
parts of the living body, similar facsimiles may serve to chase the 
cause of sickness away.” (35). 

In current Radiesthetic practice, the method similar to the 
above is that in which the photograph of the individual is placed 
on a diagram designed to treat at a distance. Above this photo- 
graph is placed an anatomical tracing of the organ which it is 
found desirable to treat. Then appropriate colours or metals 
accelerate therapy which may have been initiated by passes of 
the hands over the complete assembly. 


Forms 

Perhaps the most characteristic development of modern 
Radiesthesia is its increasing interest and use of forms. Prac- 
titioners who use word samples, photographs and other symbols 
as just described, find that geometrical, diagrammatic and three- 
dimensional forms have ever-widening spheres of influence in 
practical and experimental work. This development is paralleled 
in Electronics by the appearance of a new specialised branch 
termed Steratronics from the Greek word for solid, ** stereos.” 
and the word “ electronics ’’ which is defined as “ the science of 
the controlled electronic performance of solids.” The branch 
deals with forms and their effect in producing specific electronic 
functions by reason of their shape, crystal structure or relationship 
to other forms. Wrist-strap radios, wall television sets, solar- 
generators and radar eyes for the blind, are some of the immediate 
results. If Steratronics and Radiesthesia advance along the 
lines suggested, both mutually interested in form, it is not in- 
conceivable that they may meet in the not-too-distant future. 

Certain forms and diagrams now meeting with general favour 
and finding immediate practical use in Radiesthesia, are univer- 
sally discoverable throughout the world, and are manifest in 
every epoch. One explanation for their universal presence has 
been suggested, viz., that they spring from the internal environ- 
ment of man (in the term of Carl Jung, who first introduced the 
concept “the universal unconscious’). Another explanation 
involves external environments alleged to have existed in pre- 
recorded history called variously: Atlantis, Lemuria, Mu. 
Tharsis and Eldorado. Both explanations are intriguing and 
particularly attractive to anyone impressed by imaginative 
reconstruction based on insufficient evidence. Objective and 
unbiased examination of the great mass of pseudo-scientific 
literature which has grown up around these myths, discover that 
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the foundations of these studies are often based on pure fabrication 
or on beautifully manipulated half-truths. Yet the continued 
existence in human cosmological beliefs throughout the earth 
and throughout the centuries of various geometrical forms and 
patterns, must be somehow explained. 

My studies to date suggest that the explanation may lie in 
the pattern of nature itself; also the observation and contem- 
plation of the immediate environment and the cosmos by early 
and contemporary man, by the aided and unaided senses. Pre- 
sented with the same simple problems, people in different parts 
of the world solved them in the same way. The human observer 
aware of certain basic patterns in nature, resolved them into a 
certain number of limited forms. Man’s culture is a pattern of 
symbol systems. 

As Weston le Barre suggests: ‘“‘ There is no discernible 
difference in content between a culture and a psychosis. The 
only objective or operative criterion is qualitative Schizophrenic, 
poet and scientist are all part of a human continuum.” (36). 
Similarly, a continuum exists between the remotest past of our 
planet and the most advanced Radiesthetist. Form is inherent 
in evolution from chaos to cosmos and back to chaos. Taere is 
no essential difference between the pre-historic priest-artist, the 
African witch doctor and the progressive Radiesthetist. 

Perhaps this is best demonstrated by the following short 
continuum of symbols which are common property to the cultures 
of all three individuals which I have just mentioned. Time does 
not allow me to be exhaustive regarding the value and meaning 
of each and every symbol. It is sufficient to state that they are 
universal, as old as man, and as new as next year’s patent. 

Amateur Radiesthetists are sceptical about the influence of 
forms on matter, the power of simple generators of various forces 
and the claim that such forms can charge water with energy, 
detect horizontal and vertical waves without the use of electro- 
magnetic fields, eliminate so-called noxious radiations and broad- 
cast a healing force. This can be most easily examplified by 
variations on discs or coins ranging in number from one to four. 

(a). A circle with a point in the centre drawn in Indian ink 
forms a generator for the production of Solar Water. 

(b). Two bronze coins which have V-shaped notches cut in the 
periphery of each, screwed to a wooden ball, will form a universal 
pendulum that functions exactly as the pendulum of the same 
name having magnetic needles and an appropriate convention 
to rationalise its operation. 

(c). Three coins or copper discs placed so that two contact 
each other and the third covers the contact point will form an 
apparatus suitable for placing over the source of disturbing 
noxious radiations. 
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DECORATIVE MOTIF OF ILLUSTRATIONS AT THE LECTURE 


Chinese Ivory Pendulum 
Universal Solar Symbol 
Egyptian rod (* Ankt °) 
Trifoil Symbol 


Yin Yang and Four Principal Kua 


Egyptian Four Elements 
Universal Pendulum of Two Dises 
Noxious Ray Eliminator 
Universal Broadcaster 

Compass 





(d). Four coins or dises placed in line contacting each other 
and orientated exactly N/S will generate negative green* at each 
extremity. This apparatus will function as the world’s cheapest, 
if not most powerful broadcaster, if a blood spot or other appro- 
priate sample is placed at a certain critical distance from the 
northern-most coin or disc. This distance, duration of treatment 
and the amount or nature of the remedies which may be introduced 
into the other end of the apparatus, may be determined by the 
usual methods habitual to the operator. I can claim no originality 
for this idea; the basic principles are discoverable in Ancient 
Egyptian culture. This particular application of the principle 
of four elements are my only contribution. Certain improvements 
must be attributed to our fellow member Major Blyth-Praeger. 

I am developing apparatus and processes which have similar 
functions and results, but without the elaborate procedures and 
the economic outlay which have retarded progress and application 
in this field. (37). 

From the foregoing material it is possible to draw the following 
tentative conclusions. 

It is not yet possible to define the nature of Radiesthesia, as in 
Psychology it is not possible to define the nature of Emotion. 
It is true that definition might not be necessary for the purpose 
of research, but we cannot tell when the fundamental principles 
are operative in Radiesthesia, just as, in psychology we cannot 
tell when, as a matter of fact, emotion is present. 

The age-old traditional instruments of Radiesthesia are likely 
to retain their usual form and function while man is on this planet 
and subject to gravity. 

Hopes as to the Radiesthetic worth of methods of radionic 
diagnosis have not been justified. 

The experimental researches on the mobility of all devices 
purporting to demonstrate radiation from the human hand while 
these devices are insulated from external heat and convection do 
not support this claim. Further and more careful research is 
necessary if past and present claims in this respect are to be 
justified. 

Once the major orientation has been made in respect to tele- 
therapy, more sophisticated techniques will develop that in- 
corporate the basic principles present in all successful operative 
procedures in the past. 

In research on the phenomena of Radiesthesia, there has been 
an endeavour to correlate a complex psychological factor in the 
psychosomatic organism of man with a complex radialion energy 
factor, neither of these, in the present state of knowledge, being 
susceptible of clear definition or of standardisation. However, 


* See article on “The Universal Pendulum” by J. L. Capes in B.S.D.J., 
vi, 52, p. 350. 
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an endeavour will be made to state in outline a selected number 
of problems from which it may be possible to ask a number of 
potentially useful questions. These may yield satisfactory 
indications of the directions of the ultimate answers. Up to the 
present time, the nature of man and of the Universe, and that 
of the particular problem of the phenomena of Radiesthesia have 
only been indicated fragmentally. The resulting part-answers 
to inadequately asked questions, have served only tc reinforce 
prejudice patterns and add further distortion to existing belief 
systems. It is perhaps more important, at this stage of inquiry, 
to ask the right question than to arrive at the correct solution 
to an incorrectly posed problem. 

An outline of basic principles discoverable from the wisdom 
of the past, correlated with the integration of present knowledge, 
will give an understanding of future progress in Radiesthesia. 
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THE LAW OF CYCLES 
IN HEALTH AND DISEASE 


Lecture delivered to the British Society of Dowsers 
on November 15th, 1954 
By COUNTESS M. DE CHRAPOWICKI, D.Psy., N.D., M.R.I. 


As we observe the various phenomena of life we cannot fail to 
realise that the Law of Cycles or Periodicity is one of the funda- 
mental laws of the universe. We see it constantly at work in 
every department of nature ; in the ebb and flow of the ocean, 
in the rotation of the four seasons, in the returning light of the 
day and darkness of night, but these are only the more obvious 
aspects of that law familiar to us all, there are, however, other 
activities hidden to the naked eye which exhibit analogous 
processes, and it is on the harmonious and rhythmic co-operation 
of all the cyclic motions that the wholeness and health of an 
organism depends. 

The working of the Law of Cycles begins at the very dawn of 
life far beyond the scope of the microscope manifesting ultimately 
on the objective plane of atoms, molecules and cell-life. 

Unicellular organisms such as algae, paramaecium, infusoria 
and bacteria exhibit very precise cyclic activities and because of 
the infallible precision with which they move it has been possible 
to make records of the successive stages in the life of germs, 
microbes and parasites invading the human body. It is on the 
same basis of periodic repetition that we are able to calculate the 
time required for the incubation of contagious diseases, the 
duration of certain illnesses and the approach of a crisis or that 
deciding point in a disease when the patient begins to recover or 
to sink. 

With the development of new methods of research the study 
of cyclic phenomena relating to disease is now holding a prominent 
place in medical science, but unfortunately this extensive study 
of the damaged side of human nature has become so one-sided that 
it makes us forget the most important fact, namely, that if the 
law of cycles is the ruling force in disease then surely the same 
law must also rule and control health, why then is that side of 
the law neglected and ignored in our modern studies ? How can 
we expect to deal correctly with the damaged side of an organism 
if we fail to recognise and understand those expressions of life 
which are the leading manifestations of health ? 

When we begin to study the functions of the human body we 
become aware that our organism is an expression of rhythmic 
motions, whether we conduct our study in terms of anatomy, 
physiology, biology or pathology we are basically dealing with a 
community of highly specialised cells all performing a co-operative 
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team work yet each group expressing its activity as an individual 
rhythmic process varying in its cyclic duration from a fraction 
of a second to several hours, months and even years. Further 
analysis of the human body reveals that its material is composed 
of all sorts of substances, solid, liquid and gaseous which are 
compounds of the four basic elements : fire, water, air and earth 
and all the rhythmic, cyclic processes that take place in the 
organism such as oxidation, oxygenation, hydration, crystallisa- 
tion, respiration, etc., are expressions of the activity of those four 
fundamental forces of nature POLARITY. When a physical 
form or body, whether organic or inorganic, is whole and healthy 
it means that the elements which enter into its composition are 
well polarised. Polarity is therefore the outstanding feature of 
well-being. But what is polarity? Is it simply a term used 
to designate the two contrary poles, the positive and the negative, 
or is it something more than just a term? If we consult ancient 
writings we find that polarity was considered to be an inherent 
quality found in all forms and bodies, a quality of having two 
phases of motion through which the life energy expressed itself. 

As we know some bodies exhibit the predominance of one phase 
over the other and such bodies are described as being either 
positive or negative, but there are other forms like for instance 
the human body which also contain the two phases of forces, 
but so well blended in their relationship that their activities are 
not noticeable until a disturbance takes place. We have there- 
fore positive, negative and neutral bodies each of them perfectly 
normal as long as it remains polarised in its own particular way. 
When the two phases of forces working in and through the human 
body are equally distributed we call it health, ancient philosophers 
and physicians referred to it as “being attempered.” When the 
balance is disturbed and one phase becomes more active than the 
other we refer to it as a symptom whilst they called it ‘ tempera- 
ment.” They divided those disturbances into four main divisions 
and a number of subdivisions ; the main groups they related to 
the four basic elements of fire. water, air and earth, and each 
temperament was designated by a name relative to the quality 
of the element such as choleric, phlegmatic, sanguine and melan- 
cholic. 

A disturbance of polarity in the elements was considered to be 
the principal factor in all diseases, and what is more important, 
according to those ancient teachings the disturbance occurs 
first within the elements and not between, in other words a disturbed 
relationship between elements is not a cause but already an effect 
an objective manifestation whereas the cause originates on the 
subjective plane. within each element itself. 

The human body, as well as the structure of the Universe, 
is controlled by the activity of the four elements and the two 
phases of energy moving in two contrary directions, but in a 
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uniform and harmonious motion expressing thereby perfect 
polarisation. (See diagram). The elements represented on the 
diagram refer to the four basic principles or qualities of nature 
and not to the ponderable compounds. One motion proceeds 
from right to left the other from left to right, and this dual 
activity of the four principles overlaps each other in a rhythmic 
cyclic revolution. If the balance of those forces becomes disturbed 
it produces a similar disturbance in the ponderable elements 
manifesting in nature as rain, floods, storms, earthquakes, etc. 
When that balance is upset in the human body it produces fever, 
colics, haemorrhages or any symptom more or less severe and 
violent. 
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The Movement of The Four Elements 
from the Chinese Book of Changes (Yi King) 


Considering the problems of disease in that light the work of 
restoring health becomes much more accurate. In Radiesthesia 
for example. I believe that this dual motion within the elements 
may have a bearing on the clockwise and anticlockwise motions 
of the pendulum. I made some experiments with ordinary 
tap water and with triple distilled water in ampoules using a 
pendulum, the triple distilled water made the pendulum move 
clock- and anti-clockwise, changing the directions in alternate 
cycles ; the tap waters made the pendulum move either along 
a vertical or horizontal line relative to the predominance of 
positive or negative forces present in the substances contained 
in the water. 

In my own work in blood crystallography the relation of the 
elements to the organism plays a most important part, any dis- 
turbance can be at once recognised by the way it influences the 
quality of the pattern. A few most outstanding examples will 
help to visualise such disturbances: 1, disturbed polarisation of 
fire; 2, of water; 3. of air; and 4, of earth. 
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THE WHEEL OF HEALTH. This is a diagram showing how 
the Law of Cycles operates in the individual life of people through 
the period of one year. This method of calculation is based on 
my own observations working with patients through many years. 
It is not an astrological chart, but simply a draft of health that 
everybody can easily make for oneself. Every individual has a 
personal cycle of health which starts its course on the day of 
birth repeating a new cycle from year to year through the whole 
span of life. We draw a circle and run through it two straight 
lines, one vertical, the other horizontal, crossing each other at 
right angles. This division gives four critical points of balance. 
Suppose a person is born on the 5th of November we mark that 
date on the point at the top of the circle and ‘from there begin 
to move down, right or left it makes no difference. Each one of 
the three critical points is marked with the same date, but in 
the month corresponding to the relative section of the cross 
which for the 5th of November would be the 5th of February, of 
May and of August. These three dates represent three “ minor ” 
turning points, whereas the actual date of birth marks the 
“major” turning point being the starting point of a new cycle. 
The last week before a minor date is a period of lower vitality 
when the flow of energy is at a low ebb, the week that follows 
on the other side of the date starts a period of rising vitality and 
the gathering of fresh energy. As we approach the date of birth 
which is the ** major ” turning point, the period of the lower ebb 
of forces begins earlier, being at the end of the yearly cycle, 
and instead of one week it takes a whole month. A healthy person 
does not notice those periods of adjustment, one may feel more 
tired or slightly off colour but nothing to speak of. People who 
are not well will find that all their aches, pains and other com- 
plaints will become more acute at that time. In medical work 
these four critical points are extremely useful to watch, as it 
helps to apprehend and avoid many set-backs, or if an aggravation 
is expected then one knows when and how to meet it. 

This Wheel of Health does not relate to the physical body alone, 
it has a much deeper significance. The four points are periods of 
adjustment, periods when our perspective to life should be revised 
in order to make sure that our Psycho-somatic balance is in order. 
They are periods when the dual forces of the four elements are 
in a erticial state, easily upset, that is why I call those points 
‘ critical.”” In the individual life of a person these points cor- 
respond to the four seasonal adjustments in nature when cosmic 
forces are most active. If, therefore. we remember those dates 
as guides to our consciousness we should be able to direct the flow 
of cosmic energy in such a way as to keep our health in perfect 
balance expressing complete harmony on all planes of life at all 
times. 
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Left. Normal chrystallised blood 
showing perfect polarisation of the 
four principles of Nature and a 
harmonious distribution of forces 
in the organism. 








BUSHMAN PAINTINGS 


The pictures opposite have been reproduced from Bushman 
Paintings with the permission of the Clarendon Press, Oxford, 
by which the book was published in 1909. The pictures were 
copied by Helen Tongue and a preface to the book was supplied 
by Henry Balfour. 

The top figure is No. 54 on Plate XXX. It was painted on 
the wall of a cave at Platsberg, about 15 miles south-west of 
Ladybrand, Orange River Colony. The picture is described in 
the book as “ Man with sticks and arrows,” which is not very 
informative. The resemblance to a dowser in action is very 
striking, and the colour of the figure, which is light yellow, whereas 
other figures nearby are painted magenta, must have some special 
significance. 

The lower figure is the central portion of No. 60 on Plate 
XXXVI, which is described in the book as “ Dance, men with 
deers’ heads, women clapping, seated men with musical instru- 
ments.” All the figures in the picture are painted magenta 
colour. This painting is at Orange Spring, about 15 miles north- 
north-west of Ladybrand. 


EXPERIENCES OF A COUNTRY DOWSER 


By DOROTHY MITCHELL 


Everyone has experienced annoyance at mislaying garden 
tools. Have you ever tried to find them by divining? 

A pair of pruning secateurs had been lost for many months ; 
a new pair being bought to replace them. Then the wood-chopper 
was missing ; no one knew who had had it last. Three people 
were searching over an acre of garden and orchard trying to find 
it. My husband came into the house and said to me “ Why 
don’t you try to find it with your pendulum ?” and, laughing, 
went back to the garden. I felt the challenge should be accepted, 
so I took a bi-metal Le Gall pendulum and a Turenne Radium 
Block (R.B.). 

Going into the garden I faced south, and holding the R.B. 
at waist height, vertical position, in left hand, and pendulum in 
front of R.B. I visualised the wood-chopper. The pendulum 
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began to oscillate in a S.W.* direction. I followed the direction 
indicated for approximately 40ft. I then had to diverge because 
of a flower border, walking about 30ft. to the left and then in a 
semi-circular course to the right. While doing so I noticed that 
the pendulum swing was changing gradually from S.W. to N. 
I followed this direction of swing and was led to a large apple tree, 
where I saw what appeared to be a piece of wood. But the pen- 
dulum started to rotate and then ceased movement, and on looking 
closer I found the ‘“ wood” was the rusty wood-chopper. I 
called to the other seekers who came to me wondering at my 
success. My husband said “This is good!! Now find the 
secateurs we lost last year.”’ I agreed to try to do so, and began 
again with similar procedure, using the same pendulum and R.B. 
This time the swing was almost due south. With my husband 
and son following me, we walked down the orchard, the swing of 
the pendulum getting stronger. When we had gone about 150ft. 
the pendulum began to rotate. Searching over about a square 
yard of ground the pendulum gave directional swings from sides 
and corners, clockwise and anti-clockwise rotations and also a 
“dead” place. The grass here was very thick and matted, and 
we could not feel anything. My son brought a rake and we began 
to probe with this tool. Suddenly there was a “ chink,” and I 
said “* I expect you have struck a stone,” but on tearing up the 
grass, which was about six inches in depth, there lay the very 
rusty secateurs. (Since then they have been well oiled and are 
in use again). It was apparent then, that the clockwise and 
anti-clockwise rotations were over the ends of the tool, and the 
“dead ” spot over the centre. 


In December I found a gold chain which had been lost for a week. 
It had been thrown out with waste water into thick grass. On 
this occasion I used a “ spiral wired equator”? pendulum and a 
R.B. I followed the same general procedure as described pre- 
viously, but as the area to be searched was only about 20 by 40 feet, 
location was made by intersection of directions of oscillation from 
two adjacent sides of the grass patch. 

The pendulum used in the last search was the nearest to hand 
at the time. It might not have been suitable had the area 
concerned been larger or the article of more common material, 
or been lost for a longer period. 


* The single direction of oscillation given, for instance S.W. rather than 
S.W. - N.E., is that towards which the stronger pull is felt. 
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EARLY DAYS 
OF THE BRITISH SOCIETY OF DOWSERS 


Address given to the British Society of Dowsers 
on December 15th, 1954 
By COLONEL A. H. BELL 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

I have been induced by our Council to give this address some- 
what against my natural inclination, partly because it necessarily 
involves frequent allusion to myself, and partly because it is not 
likely to be of much interest to many of our readers. 

It often happens that an event of no particular consequence 
leads to results which could not have been anticipated—and so 
it has been with our Society, as I shall presently relate. 

* * * x * 

My own interest in dowsing must have had something to do 
with it, though I can well imagine that in course of time the 
mantle I assumed might have been donned by someone who 
would have founded and conducted a Society of Dowsers in a 
more efficient manner. 

I first came in intimate contact with a water diviner when I 
was in hospital during the Boer War, in Pretoria fifty-four years 
ago. Incidentally the hospital. which had been built by President 
Kruger as a Government school, had been used by the Boers to 
accommodate prisoners of war, and it was, I think, from this 
building that the war correspondent, Mr. W. L. Spencer Churchill, 
made his remarkable escape. Amongst others in the ward in 
which I lay was a temporary officer of the Army Service Corps, 
with the significant name of Welman. He was a dowser of the 
highly sensitive kind, and when we were convalescent he showed 
me how his whole body vibrated when he passed over a water- 
main in the garden of the hospital. 

My interest in dowsing was further stimulated when, after 
the Boer War was over, it was my task to build a cantonment 
at Pietersburg in the Northern Transvaal. Except for a stream 
about a mile away, which was liable to pollution, there was no 
obvious source of water for the future garrison, so I eagerly 
accepted the offer of an amateur dowser by the name of Cowen, 
who came to see me one morning and offered to locate the site 
for a well near the cantonment boundary. This he succeeded 
in doing and, though the cantonment was never finished, I heard 
some years ago that the water from the well was being used by 
the town hospital which had taken over some of the buildings 
I had put up. 

I remember to have been somewhat disconcerted when the 
water diviner presented me with a bill, as I thought he had offered 
his services out of friendship. But my good C.R.E. at Pretoria 
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got the bill paid, and this is perhaps the first occasion on which 
the War Department has recognised the reality of dowsing 

My next contact with a dowser was on the North-West Frontier 
of India. From the railhead at Bannu a road ran up the Tochi 
Valley to an important frontier post forty miles away, the first 
twelve miles lying through an arid stretch of country. To find 
a supply of water in this length of road was much to be desired. 

One of my temporary R.E. officers said he was a water diviner 
and indicated a spot near an aerodrome alongside the road about 
six miles from Bannu. A well was made there which gave an 
ample supply of good water, but the depth, which was, I think, 
about 180 feet. was far greater than the dowser had predicted. 

The more immediate cause of our Society's origin was the 
sojourn of my nephew, Mr. M. H. Varvill, now of the Nigerian 
Political Service, at the Chateau of the late Vicomte Henry de 
France, in order to perfect his knowledge of the French language 
after leaving school. The Vicomte was a member of the old 
French aristocracy and lived in his ancestral mansion, the 
Chateau d’Arry, at a small place called Rue, not far from Boulogne. 
He was well known in England as a keen fisherman, and spoke 
good English. He was also a natural dowser, and had written 
a little book called Le Sourcier Moderne. When my nephew 
returned from France he brought a copy of this book with him 
and suggested that the firm of publishers of which I was a director 
might publish a translation. It was clear that the Vicomte had 
studied dowsing from a scientific angle, and had evolved a method 
of his own which he described in his book, whilst referring briefly 
to the methods of other well-known French dowsers. The book 
also contained a short history of the subject. So far as I knew. 
there was no book in English in the nature of a guide to dowsing, 
for the great work of Sir William Barrett and Theodore Besterman 
‘alled The Divining Rod, which had been published in 1926, dealt in 
no way with dowsing technique. 

Accordingly I made a translation of Le Sourcier Moderne, 
which was duly published in 1930, under the title of The Modern 
Dowser. 

Later on it was suggested to me by Lt.-Colonel H. P. T. Lefroy, 
a former R.E. officer who became one of our original members, 
that we should publish a translation of Henri Mager’s Les Sourciers 
et Leurs Procédés. t contained information of an historical nature 
and an account of the distinguished author’s own elaborate 
method, which involved the use of colours. This book also was 
translated and published in 1931, under the title of Water Diviners 
and Their Methods. In reading the original, I first saw a reference 
to dowsing on maps, and, like most other people, I thought it 
fantastic. Now I know better! 

It was these two books, especially The Modern Dowser. which 
kindled the interest of many of those who read them, and led to 
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correspondence with a number of people who afterwards joined 
the Society. For instance, Major Ralph Creyke, a retired officer 
of the Scots Guards, wrote to me one day, in March, 1933, out of 
the blue so to speak, to this effect: ‘* It is now nearly three years 
since I found your translation of de France’s little book in a 
Lincolnshire country house. Lincolnshire is rather a home of 
dowsing ; I knew my Uncle’s old foreman drainer had sited wells 
with a twig for forty years without a mistake. mostly on the 
Lower Lias : but until I read the book I had never tried it myself. 
It worked at once, and I sent to Paris for all the literature.” 

Amongst others who wrote to me expressing interest were 
Captain W. H. Trinder, Colonel Hugh Rose of Kilravock, and 
Miss M. E. Macqueen, of West Cults, Aberdeen, Dr. Wright and 
Mr. Ernest Christie. Meanwhile, the Vicomte de France, a most 
kindly and hospitable man with whom I had stayed for a few days 
whilst I was translating his book. had been urging me to start 
a Society on the lines of the French Association des Amis de la 
Radiesthésie, which had been founded a few years before. In 
March, 1933, Captain Trinder wrote me the first of many letters 
saying that he had heard from Dr. Wright that there was a proposal 
to start a Society. There was evidently a feeling amongst those 
with whom I had corresponded, and others whom I had met 
personally, in favour of the formation of a central body to which 
those interested in the dowsing phenomena could belong. I 
therefore sent out a letter on February 14th, 1933, to a hundred 
or so people, asking all those who were in favour of starting a 
Society to write to me. About ninety people responded ; and 
so, on a hot afternoon on May 4th, 1933, some forty-three people 
assembled in a room at the office of G. Bell & Sons Ltd., in Portugal 
Street. It was quickly agreed that a Society should be started, 
and after a little discussion, that its name should be THE 
BRITISH SOCIETY OF DOWSERS. It was further agreed 
that the objects of the Society should be : 

(a) To encourage the study of all matters connected with 
the perception of radiation by the human organism, with or 
without an instrument. 

(6) To spread information amongst members, by means 
of a journal, lectures and other means, about the use of dowsing 
for geophysical, medical, agricultural and other purposes, and 
for tracing objects animate or inanimate. 

(c) To keep a register of dowsers for water, minerals, oil 
and for other purposes. 

A very short code of rules was then passed which I had drafted 
beforehand. They laid down that the Society should be managed 
by a Committee consisting of a President, who would act as 
Chairman, and five members, one of whom would act as Treasurer 
and Secretary. Membership was open to anyone interested in 
tadio-perception; the subscription was to be five shillings annually, 
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or three guineas for a life member ; the year was to start on July 
Ist for accounting purposes. It was proposed that Dr. Dudley 
Wright should be the first*President, but he felt unable to consent, 
as his time was so fully occupied, and I was elected instead. Mr. 
T. Whitley, a neighbour of mine at Lindfield, kindly agreed to 
act as Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, and the remaining four 
members elected to form the Committee were Miss M. E. Macqueen, 
Captain W. H. Trinder, Dr. Hector Munro and Major C. A. Pogson. 

The Society having thus been founded, a letter was sent to all 
those who had responded in the first place, describing what had 
happened and inviting them to join and to send their subscriptions. 

The first journal, published in September, 1933, contained 
twenty pages and was priced at a shilling. With it was sent the 
first list of members containing 108 names, and it is sad to reflect 
that only fifteen of these appear on our latest list. 

* * * * * 

I would like to say something about the early members of 
the Society, for without their help the Society could not have 
been started at all, and could not have grown to the membership 
of 600 in the summer of 1939, six years after its foundation. 

First, I must mention Miss M. E. Macqueen, who lived at West 
Cults, Aberdeen. I got in touch with her—probably through 
The Modern Dowser—some time before the Society was started, 
and on my suggestion she and four others carried on some experi- 
ments of an elementary kind, of which I have a record. She 
was instrumental in getting several members in Scotland. 

One of the most fervent supporters of the Society was Captain 
W. H. Trinder, whose name at any rate is known to most of you 
as the author of Dowsing, which was published by the Society 
in 1939. He attended our inaugural meeting and many subse- 
quent meetings, and was always ready to help those who were 
trying to learn, and to give addresses to local gatherings and 
institutions. It is to his generosity that the Society owes our 
Research Fund, now amounting to over £1,000. 

Major Ralph Creyke, whom I have already mentioned, was also 
a keen promoter of the Society. His uncle, Sir Hickman Baron, 
referred to in the letter from which I have quoted, was a great 
believer in the value of water divining, and had frequently made 
use of dowsers in connection with the water supply schemes of 
local governments. Major Creyke himself took a scientific interest 
in the dowsing phenomena, and was critical of his own observa- 
tions. He had studied many French books on dowsing and had 
a wide knowledge of physics and of geology. He did a good 
deal of water divining for his friends, but did not work profession- 
ally. He was the inventor of the “ point depth” method for 
estimating depth ; which involves the use of a rod of permeable 
metal, and has been found effective by some dowsers, but not by 
others. He con.ributed several articles to the journal under 


170 





the name of “ Elvan.” By his death in April, 1937, the Society 
lost a particularly valuable member. 

Colonel Godman was another retired officer of the Scots Guards, 
and being a dowser himself, took a keen interest in all our activites. 

Mr. Ernest Christie was an old artist, who lived with his sister 
in a very ancient house at Ockley, near Dorking. I think I first 
got in touch with him through a letter in a paper. Anyhow, 
I went to see him several times and received many letters from 
him. He wrote several pamphlets about his methods and theories, 
copies of which are in our library. He was certainly a very 
sensitive dowser and was responsible for siting a number of wells 
locally. A notable feat performed by him was the tracing of a 
dog from near Bristol to Greenhithe in Kent, duly reported in our 
No. 6 journal. 

Mrs. M. E. Pogson, mother-in-law of Major C. A. Pogson, was 
one of our earliest members. She and her husband, Mr. William 
Norman Pogson, had carried out numerous experiments with a 


view to discovering the origin of the rod’s movements. As a 
result, they designed the instrument known as “ motorscope,” 
which is such a potent weapon in the hands of Major Pogson. 
She wrote a little book called The Art of Water Finding, which 
embodied the observations and methods of herself and her 
husband. It was published by the Society in 1933, and there 
are copies of it in our library. 

Colonel Hugh Rose of Kilravock, Colonel of the Black Watch, 
who lived in his ancestral castle on the outskirts of Culloden 
Moor, was a particularly keen water diviner. He is mentioned 
in the classic called The Divining Rod, I have already referred 
to, as having located wells in France during the First World War. 

John Timms and Benjamin Tompkins were probably two of 
the best water diviners in England and were well known for their 
exceptional skill. Tompkins, who has left his own record in a 
book called Springs of Water and how to discover them with the 
Divining Rod, is probably the only English dowser who has 
received a medal for divining water, namely, from the Wirral 
and Birkenhead Agricultural Society on July 16th, 1906. 

Timms I met on several occasions, and spent a whole day with 
him whilst he was dowsing on an estate near Maidstone. He was 
well known in Oxford, where he lived for many years, and during 
the latter part of his life practised magnetic healing with success. 

A notable member who joined the Society in its early days is 
Mr. T. Bedford Franklin, F.R.S.E. His name appears for the 
first time in the list for October, 1933. His wide knowledge of 
science and his ready co-operation have been of the greatest value 
to the Society, and he generously presented us with the copy- 
right of his remarkably lucid little book entitled Radiations, which 

yas published by the Society in 1949. He was, moreover, part 
author of The Physics of the Divining Rod, as I shall mention later. 
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Amongst other early members who contributed to the progress 
of the Society in one way or another was Mr. John Clarke, of Ab 
Kettleby. He could probably be classed with Timms and Tomp- 
kins as a really expert water diviner of the old type, and he was 
well known for his frequent success in helping the police to trace 
missing people. Thanks to Major Creyke, he joined the Society 
as a life member very early in its existence. 

Captain Boothby. a retired naval officer of some distinction, 
was a keen dowser, as his articles in our journal reveal, and was 
particularly interested in the study of ancient earthworks and 
tracks. 

Amongst the earliest of our members too, were Mrs. Dale, who 
is fortunately still with us, but no longer practises; also Mr. 
A. M. Goodall, a neighbour of mine at Lindfield who is, or was, 
frequently employed by a-firm of hydraulic engineers at Lewes ; 
Mr. Scott, of Bradford, who achieved local fame as a tracer of 
missing or wanted people, and Mr. J. A. Clarke, of Leamington. 
whom I first met at a Bakery Exhibition at Olympia. 

Some of our early members, well known for other reasons 
than their prowess as dowsers were the Rev. F. J. Iremonger., 
a friend of Major Creyke’s, who attended our inaugural meeting, 
and who died not long ago as Dean of Lichfield; Mr. Cyril 
Maude, the actor; Mr. E. Heron Allen, a Fellow of the Royal 
Society ; Mr. Alexander Keiller, well known as an antiquary 
and for his work at Avebury ; and the famous soldiers, General 
Sir George MacMunn and General Sir George Barrow. 

A picturesque figure was Mr. E. F. Ross, who was a regular 
attendant at our meetings, dressed in a kilt. I do not think that 
he was particularly skilful as a dowser, but he was certainly one 
of our keenest members. When, in failing health. he was for- 
bidden by his doctor to travel by train, he drove to London one 
cold and snowy day by taxi from Farnham, to attend a lecture, 
but, tragically, arrived after the lecture was over. I am sorry to 
say he died soon afterwards. 

It is not feasible to mention all the expert dowsers who joined 
rather later, but the names of Mr. J. C. Maby and Colonel Merry- 
lees will at once occur to you. 

When the Society was started there was no distinction between 
members at home and members living abroad, so far as the sub- 
scription was concerned. The first list of members shows six 
resident abroad. but by the middle of 1939 the number had grown 
to about ninety. Amongst the earliest of these were Miss E. M. 
Penrose and Mr. G. G. Fleming in British Columbia ; Mr. Busby 
and Mr. Hawker in Australia ; Mr. R. E. S. Thomas in Tasmania ; 
Major Murari in India; Mr. Morton and Frau von Knoblauch 
at the Cape ; Mr. Capes in Egypt ; and Hans Falkinger in Austria. 

* ae * * * 





The medical element has always been strong in our Society. 
and amongst the names in our first list of members are those of 
Dr. Hector Munro, Dr. Guyon Richards and Dr. Dudley Wright. 

Thanks to Dr. Munro, occasional meetings were held in his 
rooms at 12 Park Crescent during 1933 and 1934. The first 
of such meetings was on October 3rd, 1933. when short addresses 
were given by Dr. Munro, Miss Turner and Mr. T. H. Darlington ; 
it was attended by twenty-four members and their friends. 

Subsequent meetings were held on December 7th and on three 
occasions during 1934. I remember that at one such meeting 
Mr. F. C. Tidbury gave a demonstration of the effect of an oint- 
ment, green in colour, which he prepared from a herb of some 
kind. It was supposed to be good for nervous affections of the 
limbs and is, I believe. still on sale at a chemist’s shop in Cam- 
bridge. Another effect of this ointment was that it inhibited 
the action of a divining rod when rubbed on the hands. 

* * * % 

Early in 1935 we started holding lectures, followed by tea, at 
the rooms of the Royal Asiatic Society, 74 Grosvenor Street, the 
first lecture being given on February 7th by Mr. E. S. Shrapnell- 
Smith. on The Life-Wave Effect in Photography. The next 
address, on April 5th, was delivered by Mr. T. Bedford Franklin. 
It was a memorable occasion, not only on account of the lecturer 
and his subject, but for the fact that Mr. Maby attended it as a 
guest of Mrs. Leigh and soon after became a member. 

Subsequent meetings were held at irregular intervals, most of 
which were reproduced in our journal. Amongst the lecturers 
were Dr. Oscar Brunler. Major Merrylees. Mrs. Kingsley Tarpey, 
Mrs. Barraclough. Mr. Reginald Smith of the British Museum, 
Mr. Palen and Mr. Hawker. who was good enough to address us 
on one of his rare visits from Australia. 

Here too, from 1935 onwards. were held our Annual General 
Meetings which, in accordance with our Rules. take place in the 
middle of October. Our first Annual Meeting. however. that in 
1934, took place at York House. where our inaugural meeting 
had been held. Only thirteen people attended. which impressed 
me with the necessity for providing some inducement in the 
shape of a lecture, in addition to the ordinary business. Subse- 
quent meetings, therefore, were followed by a lecture. and in 1934 
Dr. Simpson Elmslie gave a very interesting address to an audience 
of about fifty people. on “ The Physical Reactions of Dowsing.” 

* * * * * 

Under the presidency of my friend the Vicomte Henry de France, 
an International Congress had been held in Paris during June, 
1933, our Society being represented by Dr. Wright, Captain Edney 
and myself. There were a number of addresses, and an enjoyable 
outdoor meeting in the country about forty miles from Paris. 
It struck me that something of the same sort should be arranged 
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by our Society, and so a Congress on a small scale was held on 
June Ist and 2nd, 1934. 

Lectures were given on the first day in the rooms in Grosvenor 
Street, by Mr. Timms, Major Pogson, Mr. Tompkins, Dr. Dudley 
Wright, Captain Trinder and Dr. Hector Munro, all experts in 
their own lines. On the following day about a hundred members 
and their friends assembled in my garden at Lindfield, where 
various tests had been arranged, such as locating objects of silver 
and lead buried in a field ; selecting the bottle containing salt 
water from four other bottles ; identifying the contents of card- 
board boxes. At the same time, talks were given by Miss Penrose, 
Dr. Dudley Wright and Captain Trinder. As usually happens 
when dowsing is carried out en masse, there were few successes to 
record. However, I think the Congress as a whole can be con- 
sidered to have been a success, as it certainly created a lot of 
interest and was reported in the papers. 

Ever since, except during the war, an outdoor meeting during 
the summer has been an annual event. In 1935, on June 28th, 
a meeting was held at Netley Mill, the pumping station of the 
Hurtwood Water Co. Ltd., near Shere, in Surrey. It was preceded 
by a day of lectures in London at our usual place of meeting, 
addresses being given by Dr. A. T. J. Dollar, a geologist, on 
“Underground Water,” and by Mr. J. Cecil Maby, on “ The 
Psychical Element in Dowsing and Allied Phenomena.” This 
was the first occasion on which Mr. Maby, whose name is now a 
household word in dowsing and radiesthetie circles, addressed our 
Society. 

At the outdoor meeting on the following day tests were carried 
out comprising the location of a large sheet of copper which had 
been buried some time before ; locating the positions of the rising 
main from the pumping station and of an old buried iron pipe ; 
and distinguishing between fresh and saline water. About forty 
people attended this meeting. one of whom displayed exceptional 
keenness by coming all the way from Rothesay. 

In 1936 there took place the notable meeting arranged by Mr. 
H. M. Budgett. of Kirtlington Park. 

Mr. Budgett had joined the Society in 1935, and had given us 
an address on the very careful and elaborate experiments he 
had been carrying out, with the object of showing that the dowser’s 
reactions occurred at places where radiations were observable by 
physical methods. This lecture was published as a pamphlet 
by the Society under the title of Local Variations in a Penetrating 
Radiation and their connection with Water Divining, and copies are 
still available. He had already spent much time and energy in 
investigating the fundamental principles of Scent, a subject in 
which he. as an M.F.H., was naturally interested, and had written 
a book called Hunting by Scent. He then turned his attention 
to the problem of Dowsing. and carried out most elaborate experi- 
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ments which involved the erection of a scaffold in the park near 
the house, supporting a large type of Geiger counter made to his 
design. He carried out observations at certain intervals, and a 
picture appeared in a popular daily, showing Mr. Budgett, dressed 
for hunting, ascending a ladder to the top of the scaffold to take 
his observations. 

To revert to the meeting, a series of eight tests had been 
arranged, the first of which included the selection of a lump of 
gold, another of silver, and a third of copper, from under three 
out of a total of eighty inverted flowerpots. The gold was a lump 
weighing Ilb. Troy, obtained from a bank. 

The second test was the gauging of depth and volume of three 
streams. 

The third, the locating of two large copper sheets buried in the 
ground, one flat and the other on edge. 

Next was the tracing of a boy hidden in a tree. 

Another test was the diagnosis of the position of injuries in 
three subjects. 

Then there was a test of map dowsing in which competitors 
were required to fill in certain details on two large scale maps. 

The next test was one of sexing, and the last was the discovery 
of the contents of seven bottles, samples of the various contents 
being provided. 

Experience has taught us that the circumstances of the meeting 
were such as to preclude any strikingly successful results, but 
from the social point of view it was a great success. People 
seemed to come in crowds and there was a column in The Times 
about it. 

For our meeting in 1937 I bethought me of my old private 
school of Hazelhurst, at Frant. near Tunbridge Wells. The owner 
and master of the school, Mr. W. S. Darlington. a friend of mine 
and still one of our members. gave a hospitable welcome to my 
proposal. The meeting was duly held on June 12th, and was 
attended by about one hundred and forty people. The tests were 
of the usual kind, but one novelty was the locating of a dead hen 
in a cardboard box which had been placed in a hedge. feathers of 
the hen being available as samples. It was an exceptionally 
fine day, and thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Darlington, the meeting was 
much enjoyed. 

And now we come to 1938, when at the suggestion of one of 
our members, Mr. Bullard, the meeting was held at Tyringham 
House, near Newport Pagnell in Buckinghamshire, the stately 
home of Mr. F. A. Konig. The weather was not as good as we 
could have wished ; nevertheless, about a hundred members and 
their friends attended. On this occasion the usual tests had been 
abandoned, and in their place demonstrations were given of the 
use of three different dowsing instruments: namely, of the motor- 
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scope by Major Pogson, of the forked rod by Major, as he then 
was, Merrylees, and of the angle rod by Mr. J. C. Maby. 

In 1939 we held our last meeting before the Second World War. 
when, at the kind invitation of Admiral and Mrs. Purefoy, we 
met at Shalstone Manor, a fine old house standing in beautiful 
surroundings between Buckingham and Brackley. Here. on 
July 16th, members and their friends assembled to the number of 
one hundred and seven. Again no tests were held, and entertain- 
ment was provided by Mr. Maby, who gave an address on the 
investigations which he and Mr. Franklin had been carrying out. 
This was followed by a practical demonstration of water divining 
by Captain Trinder on the large stretch of lawn outside the house. 
where he located a stream at a depth of sixty-five feet. Of course, 
no verification was possible, but Captain Trinder’s predictions 
were usually correct. 

Bo * co a * 

As a digression, I must mention that there had been a strong 
movement in Scotland in favour of forming a Society. The 
prime mover was Miss M. E. Macqueen, whom I have already 
mentioned, and she had the powerful support of the Earl of 
Caithness, Colonel Sir George Abercromby—another retired officer 
of the Scots Guards—and Sir Ian Forbes-Leith. Meetings of local 
enthusiasts had been held on August 4th, 1934. at Sir George 
Abercromby’s seat, Foxglen in Aberdeenshire, at which Miss 
Penrose and Captain Trinder gave addresses, and on July 24th, 
1935, on the invitation of Mr. C. T. Cox, at Inchmarlo, Banbury, 
near Aberdeen, which my wife and I attended. 

At a meeting on November Ist of that year it was decided 
to form a North-East of Scotland Group, with Miss Macqueen 
as Secretary, Sir George Abercromby as President, and Mr. 
C. T. Cox as Chairman ; the area was to include the three counties 
of Aberdeenshire, Banffshire and Kincardineshire. Members of 
the Group paid a local subscription and our journal ‘was supplied 
to them at cost price. The Group held meetings in 1936, at the 
historic Fyrie Castle. on the invitation of Sir Ian and Lady Forbes 
Leith ; in 1937 at the N.E. of Scotland College of Agriculture, 
Craibstone, Aberdeenshire, which was attended by about a 
hundred people. including myself; and in 1938 at Maryculter, 
the residence of Captain and Mrs. Guy Innes, at which Captain 
Trinder spoke. No meeting was held in 1939. and with the 
beginning of the war the Group ceased to exist. 

* * * 7 


No change was made in the constitution and rules of our 
Society during the first few years of its existence, save that in 
June, 1937, Mr. Whitley resigned the post of Honorary Secretary 
and Treasurer, and Colonel H. M. Edwards very kindly took over 
the duties from him. 
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At that time all secretarial work was carried out voluntarily ; 
we had no paid assistant secretary as we have now. My office 
at York House was, as it still is, our official address, and all typing 
was done by my business secretary, who had taken the notes 
at our original meeting. 


* * * * * 


Our journal, which is our only bond of union with members 
abroad, has been issued regularly every quarter since the first 
number in September, 1933. The first six numbers were printed 
by the Crypt House Press at Gloucester, but owing to the dis- 
appearance of this firm all subsequent numbers have been printed 
by Charles Clarke Ltd., at Haywards Heath, and in my opinion 
they have produced it well and cheaply. The first forty-seven 
numbers were bound in blue paper, but for some reason this 
became unprocurable, so we adopted a white cover. 

* * * * * 


In June, 1938, after a good deal of discussion, it was decided 
to institute a badge for members to wear. The design finally 
chosen was that of the makers. Messrs. Fattorini and Sons, of 
Birmingham. As you know, it shows a wooden twig of the 
traditional shape above the sign of ‘“ Aquarius,” as shown in 
Lilley’s Astrology. At least one member has had a stamp made 
of this design for his notepaper. 

* * * * * 


One of the main objects of the Society was the stndy of the 
dowsing phenomena. In pursuance of that object a small investi- 
gation committee was formed in 1936 consisting of Major Creyke, 
Dr. Dudley Wright, Mr. Bedford Franklin, Mr. Maby and myself. 
The most important outcome of this Committee was the collabora- 
tion between Mr. Maby and Mr. Franklin in the experiments and 
investigations conducted, for the most part, at Mr. Maby’s 
laboratory at Bourton-on-the-Hill, near Moreton-in-Marsh. One 
result of this collaboration was the production of the important 
book called The Physics of the Divining Rod, of which Maby and 
Franklin were the joint authors, published by G. Bell and Sons 
Ltd., in 1939. No book comparable with this existed at that 
time in the English, or probably any language. It went a long 
way towards providing an explanation on physical lines for the 
dowsing phenomena, at the same time serving as a guide to the 
practical application of the dowsing act. Like the book called 
The Divining Rod, which had appeared thirteen years before, 
it helped to establish dowsing as a real scientific fact, but The 
Divining Rod, though of value as an historical record, took no 
account of the subsidiary phenomena which indicate a direct 
physical cause for the dowser’s involuntary movements when he 
is in the proximity of his objective. Unfortunately, the main 
supply of Tne Physics of the Divining Rod was destroyed by 
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enemy action at Southampton during the war, 
been out of print. 

Apart from the lengthy experiments undertaken by Mr. Maby 
which were recorded in this book, he carried out many other 
experiments in connection with the dowsing reactions, the results 
of which can be found in his articles published in the journal 
from time to time. 

Furthermore, the study of dowsing, and information about it, 
have been propagated by the talks and lectures given by several 
of our members to societies, local gatherings and discussion groups. 
Mr. Maby and Captain Trinder were particularly active in this 
way. 

As a result of the publication of The Physics of the Divining 
Rod, Mr. Maby was asked to give a lecture to the Royal Society 
of Arts. This he did, on March 13th, 1940, to a crowded audience, 
and I am proud to say that I had the honour of taking the chair. 

You will remember that the third of our original “ Objects ” 
was to keep a register of dowsers.. This I have done as far as 
possible, but though certain operators can obviously be regarded 
as reliable there are others who, though enjoying a local reputation, 
may not be altogether worthy of it. I have often had requests 
for the name of a water diviner. sometimes by telephone, but I 
seldom hear the result. 

Soon after the Society was started, Major Mills, Member for the 
New Forest, at the instigation of Captain Trinder, asked the 
Minister of Health whether he was aware that offers of help in 
locating water supplies had been made by our Society, and 
whether he proposed to avail himself of the offer, to which Sir 
Hilton Young replied that he was aware of the offer but that 
local authorities were primarily responsible for the technical 
methods adopted—and that still appears to be the attitude of 
the Ministry. 


so it has long 


* * * * * 

Perhaps I have now said enough about the Society’s carly years. 
There are various episodes I might dwell on, such as the two 
pleasant week-ends spent by a few of us at Quex Park on the 
hospitable invitation of Mrs. Powell Cotton ; the search for water 
near Porton, on Salisbury Plain, arranged by the R.E. Board ; 
the abortive search for treasure at the site of an old nunnery at 
Shaftesbury, for which one of our members had collected £100 ; 
and so on, but it is time I finished speaking. 

Many of those I have mentioned in this address have, to our 
great regret, passed away. But we are fortunate in still having 
with us five notable members whose names appeared in our first 
list, namely : 

Major Pogson, whose unique reputation in India and his con- 
stant readiness to enfurther the Society’s objects, makes his 
membership of particular value, Brigadier Edney, Lt.-Colonel 
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Lefroy, Mr. T. Page, and last, but by no means least, Miss 
K. M. Penrose. 

Meanwhile, the place of those who are no longer with us has 
been taken by others no less competent, and it is for them, and 
for future members of the British Society of Dowsers, to bring 
about the eventual recognition of Radiesthesia——that mysterious 
blend of the physical and the psychical—as a genuine science of 
far-reaching possibilities. 


DIVINING FOR MINERALS 


By C. M. TOWNSHEND 


During fifteen years of successful dowsing for minerals in South 
Africa I developed a method which may be of some use to others. 

The pendulum I used was made of pure samples. For gold, 
I procured an ounce of the pure metal and melted it down into a 
button. This I sewed into a strong piece of black cloth and 
used a black lace for suspension, knotted at the wavelength for 
gold. 

For picking up telluric emissions I used two angle rods made 
of 8-gauge copper wire with a little zine soldered to the ends 
(to induce an infinitesimal current). The handles were four inches 
long, and the working length or horizontal portion, ten inches. 
These rods can be made of any wire so long as the thickness of 
the handle is about 8 gauge to enable it to be gripped easily. 

When advancing in search of an emission the rods are held 
loosely pointing forwards, one in each hand. As I approach an 
emission they gradually turn inwards until, when over the emis- 
sion, they point towards each other practically in a straight line. 
I mark this spot A with my boot heel, proceed a few steps and 
then turn about and advance till the rods cross at a spot which 
I mark B. These points mark roughly the edges of the emission. 


I now stand between A and B which would be a few inches or 
feet apart, take a deep breath, which has the effect of self ampli- 
fication, and in a minute or two the rods will point in the direction 
of the reef, i.e, the “ strike.” 

I now advance at right angles to this line from A and count 
my steps. After a few steps the rods will cross at a point I call 
C. I then touch both hands lightly to neutralise myself, as I 
always do when working with the rods. I then return to the line 
AB and, starting from B, walk out at right angles to it, but in 
the opposite direction until the rods cross at a point IT call D. 
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If the number of steps in each direction is the same the reef 
AC 
will be vertical, in other words ——- = 90°. If the number of 
BD 
steps is not the same, the “ dip” of the reef will be at an angle 
sloping in the direction of the shorter distance, so, assuming that 
AC is the shorter distance, the dip will be roughly equal to 
AC 
— x 90°. 
BD 


I now know the strike and dip of the reef, but I have to find 
its width. Todo so I place my right foot a few inches outside 
B and move it slowly inwards on toe and heel until the rod in 
the right hand moves to meet the other rod. I mark this spot 
Bl. Keeping my right foot on Bl I move my left foot a few 
inches outside A and by moving this foot inwards in the same 
way as before, I get Al. When AB is more than 3 feet I place 
my left foot within 2 feet of B and right foot outside B to find B1. 


‘ 


Al to B1 is the apparent width of the reef; the actual width 
depends on the dip and will be roughly proportioned to the angle 
of dip as compared with 90°. Hence if Al to B1 is 2 feet and 
40 

the dip 75° the width of the reef would be — x 24 inches or about 
90 

20 inches*. 

The depth of the reef at any point can be worked out accurately 
and verified with the pendulum. 

To follow the reef I place the two rods together in my left hand 
and the pendulum in my right hand. On the line of the reef the 
two rods align themselves pointing in opposite directions, but if 
I leave the line they tend to close in. The pendulum gyrates 
over a “pay shute,” i.e., deposit of payable ore. 

I have found this method very successful for locating base 
metals and gold. The rods work in a motor car or aeroplane. 
In the former case it is best to travel at right angles to the geo- 
logical formation, one hand holding the rod pointing forwards, 
and the other hand steering. The rod will turn on passing over 
an emission. When a reef is faulted or cut off the rods will tell 
you whether the reef continues on the other side of the fault 
or whether it has gone off at an angle, whilst the pendulum will 
give the pay shute. 


* The actual width depends on the sine of the angle of dip and not on the 
angle itself, but when the angle is large this rough method is sufficiently 
accurate. The reefs were usually 6 inches to 4 feet wide, but in banded 
ironstone they were 12 feet or more. The reefs are usually vertical or 
nearly so, 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


In view of the recent pronouncement that smoking is liable to 
promote the growth of cancer, Mr. P. M. Hay Currie, M.R.O., 
has made observations during the past two and a half years with 
the pendulum over various types of cigarettes and tobaccos. 

He finds that the most favourable reaction is given by a type 
of cigarette which is becoming very popular, and reactions rather 
less favourable by a large number of other well-known brands. 
Another well-known and widely-advertised brand manufactured 
by a different firm is revealed by radiesthetic examination as 
decidedly unhealthy. 

He is concerned to find out why there should be so much 
difference, seeing that all tobaccos are subjected to the usual 
orthodox examination by qualified analysts. He thinks _ it 
probable that a fertiliser or insecticide may be _ responsible, 
especially the popular D.D.T. (see the remarks by Lord Douglas 
of Barlock in Hansard, of July 4th, 1951) although apparently it 
leaves no trace on the dried leaf detectable by methods now in use. 

He thinks that here there is a wonderful opportunity for 
demonstrating the efficiency and time-saving selectivity of 
Radiesthesia if applied to this controversial and world-wide 
problem. He has already had contact on several occasions with 
one of the largest and most interested companies—so far as this 
question is concerned. Although their representative and their 
analytical chemist had to admit at an interview that the pendulum 
could detect differences in the cigarettes submitted to tests on 
that occasion, they were not prepared to investigate the matter, 
having, together with several other of the leading tobacco com- 
panies, already contributed a very large sum to medical research, 
which so far appears to have established nothing definite. 

Mr. Hay Currie would be glad to hear the results of other 
members who carry out tests. Any reports forwarded to the 
Editor will be passed on to him. 


* * * * 


The following remarkable testimony to the ellicacy of dowsing 
as carried out by Mr. Henry Gross has been sent us by Mr. 
W. C. Grullemans, Secretary of The Wayside Gardens Co., Inc., 
Mentor, Ohio. These gardens are famous throughout the U.S.A.. 
and issue a catalogue which is a magnificent piece of colour work. 
The note reprinted below was printed in the catalogue : 


WATER AT WAYSIDE 
We cannot resist telling you about Wayside Gardens’ experience 
with the “ Dowsing Rod.” We think vou will find it interesting 
as well as thought provoking. 
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As every gardener knows, seedlings and young plants do not 
have the root growth or stamina to withstand long periods without 
water. Therefore, a nursery the size of Wayside must have huge 
quantities of water available, particularly during extended dry 
spells such as those we have had in the past several years. 

Faced with the problem of obtaining a large auxiliary water 
supply, we called in well-drilling experts, and at their suggestion, 
had several wells drilled at locations of their choosing. One 
turned out to be salt water (which cannot be used on plants), 
the others were totally inadequate. 

The work of Henry Gross and Kenneth Roberts, of Kenne- 
bunkport, Maine, was brought to our attention, and in desperation, 
we turned to them for help. Upon the request of Mr. Roberts 
we sent to Kennebunkport a crude map of our nursery. It is 
upon this map in Kennebunkport, that Gross located our supplies 
of underground water. Being sure there was water available, 
Mr. Gross came to Mentor, Ohio, and pointed out to us the locations 
on the spot, giving the depth at which water could be found and 
the amount of water to be expected. 

Fantastic as this may all seem, we have developed the locations 
as instructed and, in every instance, found the amount of water 
at the depth the ‘“ Dowsing Stick” indicated in the hands of 
Gross. 

During last year’s drought, the fourth and largest well was 
finished just in time to pour millions of gallons of water over the 
parched and caked soil of a section of our nursery, saving it from 
complete ruin. This final well produces so much water it could 
supply a small village with adequate water for all its needs. 

We do not know what there is about a “* Dowsing Rod” which 
makes it capable of detecting water, we only know that it worked 
wonders for us. We are grateful to Mr. Gross and Mr. Roberts 
for their fine job done at Wayside. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


t Tavistock Road, 
Drake Circus, 
Plymouth. 
12th January, 1955. 
Dear Colonel Bell, 

The following account is of a rather unusual use of dowsing 
which I have adopted on many occasions and may be of interest 
to others. 

Last season I was invited to join a friend on a cruising holiday 
in his yacht, I was to act as navigator. 
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In spite of the general weather conditions, all was well until 
the last day, when we were making a passage from Fowey to 
the River Yealm. 

I gave a course from the harbour to take us fairly well out into 
the channel, so that we should make use of the tidal stream, then 
a second course which would skirt a small rocky island and its 
dangerous reefs (the Mewstone) near the mouth of the Yealm. 
These courses were not laid off on the chart as is my usual practice. 

The weather was pretty poor with low sea mist and cloud, 
reducing visibility to about half a mile and sometimes less. We 
were not streaming a log, as is customary to check our distance 
travelled through the water. and. being some distance off shore. 
no marks were visible after leaving Fowey. 

After two or three hours’ sailing. my skipper enquired where 
we were and eventually began to show some slight concern, hoping 
that we should not over-run our landfall. 

As it was not possible to use any of the text book methods 
to fix our position, I demonstrated the use of the pendulum in 
conjunction with the appropriate Admiralty chart. 

As previously stated, the intended course was not “ laid off” 
or marked on this chart. I concentrated on the yacht and moved 
a pointer over the chart until I got a suitable reaction from the 
pendulum and marked the position. Being able to clearly visual- 
ise the entrance to Fowey Harbour, the hills and the daymark, 
I then concentrated on this and, using a pointer placed on the 
chart at the harbour mouth, moved it around until a suitable 
reaction was obtained—-this gave a line cutting the yacht’s 
position. 

The same procedure was adopted using both Looe and Rame 
Head, and both these gave a very close cross on the positions 
previously marked. By way of interest and to satisfy my skipper, 
I then laid off on the chart the course sailed on our bearing, which 
to his surprise cut through the position previously found. 

Realising that a bell buoy marked on the chart should soon be 
visible, I estimated that we should be able to see this in about 
five minutes’ time and it would appear on the port bow and, as 
the mist was low, we should soon afterwards see the top of Rame 
Head. 

My skipper was not a little surprised to pick out the bell buoy 
after four minutes on the port bow and on a bearing I had given 
him. Very shortly afterwards the upper part of Rame Head 
showed through the mists. 

I have frequently used this method of navigation with success 
when all other known methods have not been possible. 

Yours faithfully, 
D. GasKELL Brown, F.R.G.S., 
Commodore Yealm Yacht Club, Newton Ferrers. 
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REVIEWS 


RADIESTHESIE INTERNATIONALE, No. 4 


p. 143. Mainly dedicated to ** Le Grand Débat,” an open Forum, 
initiated by a series of questions published in the previous issue. The 
objective being to try and determine a serious basis for the future 
organisation of both practice and research in Radiesthesia. 

The following questions were asked :— 

(1) In realising the nature of the Radiesthetic phenomena, do you 
think it is possible to formulate uniform conditions and methods in 
respect of practice and research, under which all serious Radiesthetists 
could operate ? 

(2) Do you think that the practice of Radiesthesia at the moment 
“an be considered in its entirety to exist on a serious basis ? 

(3) If you think this is the case, what steps do you think should 
be taken to protect the movement against charlatanism ? 

(4) Do you think after serious consideration that more good than 
harm is done by the current practice of Radiesthesia ? 

A selection of replies by well-known * Names” follow, but owing 
to the diverse and opposite nature of the opinions expressed, it seems 
doubtful whether a conclusive result from the debate can be expected. 
(Contributions from Prof. A. Luzy, Louisa Siame, Enrico Vinci, G. Avril 
and Col. Le Gall). 

p. 151. Colonel Le Gall offers a provocative article in reply to the 
attacks of the Belgian ** Comité Para’ (Committee for the Scientific 
investigation of so-called Paranormal Phenomena) which up to the 
moment seems to have concentrated most of its activities in an effort 
to disprove and discredit Radiesthesia. An equally provocative 
counter-reply is given by Professor Bessamen, Chairman of the Comité 
Para, which, by its very nature, certainly shows the need for a classifi- 
eration and re-grouping of Radiesthetic theories and ideas, if it is going 
to stand-up successfully to the methods of investigation of official 
Science. 

No. 5 

p. 183. “Le Grand Débat”” continues with further contributions 
from Colonel Le Gall (in answer to Prof. Bessamen) and Messrs. Meier, 
Calte and Mile. Boirac (Editor of R.1.). 

p. 198. Monsieur P. Béasse states once again the theories of the 
‘Physical School” and attacks particularly the system (mental) of 
M. Caro—mainly a re-statement of the established arguments. 

p. 207. Letters giving diverse and somewhat critical opinions on 
the recent International Congress and an article on the Caro System 
are interesting. 

No. 7 

p. 262. Evidence which should do much in influencing official 
scepticism as to the value of applied Radiesthesia. It concerns horti- 
cultural experiments utilising the electronic apparatus of M. Ernest 
Everaet, which were carried out over a period of several years, under 
the control of the State Experimental Station of Agricultural Chemistry 
and Physics at Gembloux in Belgium. Mainly concerned with grains, 
the official report on the yields indicates a comparative increase of 
15 per cent. to 20 per cent. 


184 


p. 273. The Editorial Board suggest that all subscribers who fear 
open discussion of Radiesthetic topics should withdraw their subscrip- 
tions! The aims and objects of the magazine are re-stated, these being : 

(1) To establish without doubt the existence of the Radiesthetic 
phenomena, by fearless evaluation of the failures as well as the successes. 

(2) To objectively analyse all the various methods which have been 
proven by results in practice, without personal considerations being 
involved. 

p. 276. More controversial replies to the ** Questions Décisives.” 

p. 283. M. Caro takes up pen again on behalf of the ‘ Mental 
School’ in answer to M. Béasse. 

p. 291. E. Vinci exposes the fallacy of both the “ Physical” and 
‘** Mental” theories and postulates that all aspects of Radiesthetic 
detection are but one part of the ** whole * detection on all levels, and 
the only division being an arbitrary one, determined by the approach 
and method of individual preference. 

p. 287. A further article on Jorky ** L’Homme-Radar.” 

T.G.D. 


LA RADIESTHESIE POUR TOUS 
NOVEMBER 

p. 321. Magnetic healing at a distance—* Apollonius * writes that 
cotton fabric or cotton wool can be used for treatment of a patient 
faraway. One can magnetise it by making slow passes over it with the 
hands with the intention of charging it with human magnetism. Mag- 
netised in this way, it will retain the magnetic charge for a long time, 
and the material can be sent through the post wrapped between several 
thicknesses of paper. It is then applied to the affected part. Paren- 
thetically, treatment of this kind is undertaken by Mrs. Kingsley Tarpey 
with magnetised oil. 

p. 327. An emitter of vital radiation.—J. Hellebroeck illustrates 
a simple apparatus, which can be made by anyone, which may be 
useful for those who sleep badly or suffer from rheumatism, head- 
aches and other complaints. He says that our cells may be affected 
by outside radiations of positive polarity, and it will therefore 
be necessary to provide a radiation of negative polarity. This 
is broadcast to the subject by employing a witness of him, such as a 
photograph, hairs of his head or a blood spot, in conjunction with 
the apparatus. All that is necessasy to make the apparatus is a bar 
magnet, some copper wire and a board of ebonite or plastic. It is not, 
however, stated where the witness of the subject should be placed. 

p. 829. Characteristics shared by all radiesthetic methods.—In 
this article Noel Macbeth discusses three methods on which radiesthesia 
is most frequently based, which are the ray of union, the “ magnetic ” 
or radiesthetic field around an object, and the fundamental ray. Nearly 
every diviner knows, he says, that the presence of a working watch 
on a table “ amplifies” the intensity of the influences due to a test 
sample lying on the table, or placed on the watch glass. This example 
of vibration has its counterpart in effects due to rays of light, rays 
from a radioactive substance (such as a Turenne Radium Block), 
and soon. A horseshoe magnet helps in the same way, so that it seems 
probable to diviners that “lines of magnetic force,” as provided by a 
magnet and also by the earth’s magnetic field, have ray and wave 
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properties. Mr. Macbeth goes on to say that the reason why every 
object in the world emits a kind of mild radiation, which we can detect, 
is that everything on carth is acted upon by external rays of different 
names : the sun’s rays, direct or indirect ; terrestrial magnetism (now 
officially believed to originate from the sun’s action) ; rising earth-rays 
(from rocks struck by a part of solar radiation which can penetrate 
into the earth) ; “ telluric waves,” viz., a current flowing more or less 
east-west and due also in all probability to the sun’s rays having greater 
intensity always over one portion of the earth’s surface. From the 
predominant solar radiation also must originate the fact that the 
radiesthetic * polarity of certain things reverses during the period 
between sunset and sunrise: animal ‘sex polarity,” influences 
attributable to the 19 lightest chemical elements having a single 
ring of surrounding free electrons, certain plants which, like those 
elements, belong to the ‘Red Harmonic” group as defined with 
the help of the 155 em. rule. An interesting reference is made later 
in the article to the * Time Recessional Dise ** by which the age of 
ancient monuments, such as the Great Pyramid, can be ascertained. 
A pendulum is employed in conjunction with the disc, and the method 
is based on the precession of the equinoxes. It was discovered by : 
French engineer, Baron de Dorlodot, and by an English architect 
named Garland. It is only necessary to have a photograph of the 
object whose age is required, the object in question having preserved 
an influence of astronomical significance from the time when it was 
first made. The writer concludes the article by discussing physical 
and mental radiesthesia. Some radiesthetists give up using samples 
and make themselves sensitive to whatever they are investigating by 
mental orientation. At first, he says, one could believe in a purely 
spiritual perception of the ineffable influences, But this idea will not 
bear close examination. It would appear more probable that in think- 
ing of an object one realises a vibration comparable with that of the 
object, and that these act as similars. 

p. 337. The influence of the radiesthetist on phenomena which 
he studies or detects. By F. Servranx. If you place two coins about 
20 or 30 cm. apart, hold your pendulum over one of them for a short 
time and then move it gradually towards the other coin, the pendulum 
will exhibit a change of movement at the point mid-way between the 
coins. Now look at one of the coins with a steady gaze, mean- 
while watching the pendulum out of the corner of your eye. You will 
note that the pendulum moves towards the coin not looked at. That 
(says M. Servraix) is because, in looking at one of the coins, the operator 
is enlarging its radiesthetic (or magnetic) field. If you borrow a pencil 
from someone having very personal and sensitive handwriting, which is 
different from your own, and you write several lines in your accustomed 
manner, you will find that the handwriting is that of the lender. The 
inclination of the letters is changed, as are the size and the drawing 
of them. Supposing someone asks you to trace the whereabouts of 
the thief of a motorcar, very often your researches, unsuspected by the 
thief, will influence him all unconsciously to modify his itinerary. 
That perhaps explains in this kind of research why you often find 
places ‘** where the car has passed without stopping.” If you follow 


this up, you may find that the thief started off again at the moment 
when you made your researches, or shortly afterwards. Other instances 
of a similar kind are given. 
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p. 339. Radiesthesia and future world events._Mme. Mercédés 
Argila gives prognostications she made of world events in 1952 and 
1953, as found by pendulum. She prefers the simplest methods and, 
with the pendulum in her hand, obtains the information sought by 
noticing, according to her code, the speed and strength of gyration of 
the pendulum, whether it stops moving, its sense of gyration and 
number of gyrations (according to a pre-arranged convention). If 
the researches involve numbers, these are obtained by suspending the 
pendulum inside a glass made of crystal and noticing the number of 
times the pendulum knocks against the side of the glass. It was 
through this method that she first came in touch with radiesthesia. 

p. 341. The Peclers “ Vital Ray” emitter.—Referring to articles 
in the July and September issues of L.R.P.T. on the apparatus described 
by Mons. A. Peclers, R. E. Espiau describes in connection with the 
latter how the apparatus may be modified to employ electric power 
from the mains. In this way a magnetic and oscillating field is pro- 
vided. The apparatus is designed for A.C. current, 240 volts, 50 cycles. 

p. 345. The pyramid.—Pierre Bories contributes chapters 3 and 
4 in his series of articles on this subject. 


DECEMBER 

p. 353. Regarding possible risks from broadcast treatment.— 
Correspondence has been exchanged with Mr. Bruce Copen, who claims 
that his radionic broadcast treatment instrument has no harmful effects 
on the operator. On the other hand the journal has expressed the 
opinion that the practice of treating people in this way from a distance 
was not without danger to the operator, who is in the immediate vicinity 
of the radionic set. Mr. Copen says he himself is in excellent health, 
despite constant work with his instruments. Without seeing the layout 
of Mr. Copen’s instrument, it is not possible (the journal says) to say 
whether it can be harmful or not. On the other hand a small number 
of experimenters are using the instrument, and it is thought best to 

ait a time before coming to any conclusion, to see what reports are 
received from them on the subject.—Z.R.P.T. 

p. 355. A radiative healing instrument—Lt.-Colonel Stevelinck 
describes a simple instrument which can be employed for therapeutic 
purposes. It consists of two batteries of nine open circuits, placed 
one above the other, these being concentric wires 2 cm. apart, the 
upper being of copper and the lower of zinc. The wires are supported 
by three equi-angular rubber supports. A medicament can be placed 
in the centre of the instrument, and the opening in the circuits is 
directed towards the affected part of the patient. The time of treat- 
ment ordinarily takes from 12 to 15 minutes. A diagram of the instru- 
ment is given. 

p. 359. Thirty years of radiesthesia. Henry de France recalls his 
experiences in the years 1925-54, during which he attended numerous 
radiesthetic conferences and contributed articles and books. He 
learnt much from his father, who was a pioneer in radiesthetic prospec- 
tions. M. de France recalls how he visited Chevalier de Vita, the 
celebrated Italian radiesthetist, in 19384, at Albano near Rome, and 
how he was introduced to de Vita’s electrometer, which registers 
variations in the earth’s magnetic field caused by fissures in the soil, 
as detected also by radiesthesia. He also tells how about 1984 he 
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was able to increase the output of a well at Beaurepaire in the Pas de 
Calais by digging laterally down to a water-bearing fissure, which passed 
within 5 metres of the well. An example of precision in dowsing, he 
comments, the success of which could not be attributed to chance. 

p. 38638. Character reading—W. Servranx argues that just as 
radiesthetists, reading the character of people by pendulum, go for 
general trends and characteristics, so in determining aptitudes, they 
should try and find ways in which people have special abilities, rather 
than attempt to put them in the class of any one profession. 

p. 365. Zodiacal influences.—Mme. Valeria Peretti says that the 
zodiacal signs can be employed as witnesses of their respective con- 
stellations, and that magnets made in the shape of the zodiacal signs 
create, in the earth’s magnetic field, syntonisation with the traditional 
influences of the respective constellations. She goes on to describe 
how such metallic witnesses can be arranged on a planisphere, so that 
each constellation reproduces exactly the influence that is produced 
on the earth. The influence of each witness is reinforced by an appro- 
priate colour. Witnesses of these zodiacal influences can be made in 
tale, starch, rice powder, sugar, etc., the impregnated powder being 
very active. These witnesses can be used for treatment, so that the 
natural effects of a sign on a person born under it can be corrected by 
subjecting him to the influence of other signs. 

p. 369. The theories of Claude V. Johnson.—This radiesthetist 
carried out much interesting work in the production of drawings of 
historical personages as guided by the pendulum, and he published 
books on the subject. Mme. Antoinette B. Johnson answers questions 
put to her on her husband's work, being cognisant of his later researches 
up to the time of his death. One question asks whether it is the 
pendulum itself which draws out by its movements the particular 
object sought, or whether it is the pencil held by the operator, directed 
in its movements by the oscillation of the pendulum. The answer 
given is that it is the pendulum which traces by its movements the lines 
of the drawings. But the * fluid which passes along the fingers and 
makes the pendulum move seems also to pass along the pencil or the 
paper (possibly forming a closed circuit 7), because if you raise the 
point of the pencil from the paper, the current stops completely and 
the pendulum becomes * dead.” 

p. 373. Note on the length of wire employed in M. Pecler’s * vital 
ray  emitter.—This note, by R. E. Espiau, follows statements made 
by him in the November issue on the length of wire required for a 
wavelength of 20 cm. 

p. 375. The pyramid.—Pierre Bories contributes chapters 5 and 6 
in his series of articles on this subject. 


JANUARY 

p. 3. The late Pierre Cody.—A. Desbuquoit recalls how Pierre 
Cody, engineer and physicist, interested himself in radiesthesia—albeit 
quietly so as not to antagonise his scientific colleagues. Cody once 
told Father Desbuquoit how at one time he just could not believe in 
map-dowsing, but some friends who had a mining concession in the 
Pacific island of New Caledonia told him that a young man in their 
district had discovered a new mine on a map of the terrain. His friends 
asked Cody to see if he could not map-dowse himself, and he was told 
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to hold a small sample of copper in his left hand and go over the map 
with his pendulum with the thought in his mind that it would gyrate 
over any place where copper could be found. Still sceptical, but serious, 
in view of the confidence of his friends, he found that his pendulum 
gyrated at four different points. His friends then told him that at 
three of them they were already developing copper deposits. As for 
the fourth place, they had not tested it, but later a good vein of copper 
was discovered there also. Thus, exclaimed Cody, he had discovered 
a mine in an island of whose geographical position he was very hazy. 
Cody was too busy to continue researches on plans, but in his work 
on cancer he used to ask Father Desbuquoit to check by map dowsing 
places which he was investigating with the electrometer of his own 
invention. 

p. 7. The Stevelinck “ wave-meter.”—Lt.-Colonel Stevelinck des- 
cribes his wave-meter and explains uses to which it can be put. 
All wave-meters, he says, will indicate a personal wavelength and plus 
or minus signs relating to the personal wavelength of a patient, signify- 
ing * good” or * bad.” For humans, a reaction will be obtained in 
the neighbourhood of 8 metres on the rule. 

p. 11. Radiesthesia and angling.—W. Servranx claims that the 
pendulum will help the angler to find out in advance the best spots 
from which to fish. Either on a map showing the surface rivers and 
streams, or on a sketch, the fisherman should prospect likely places 
two or three days before he intends to take his rod out. He can later 
check on site the exact places with his pendulum. 

p. 15. Emphasis on training.—Jacques Bervroux outlines various 
experiments which the novice can make in order to increase his powers 
as a radiesthetist. Amongst other things he can learn to recognise 
the ray of union between two similar bodies, examine rather large 
objects, such as a bed or a stove, turning slowly around the object 
and observing his reactions between these objects and the cardinal 
points. He should also be able to determine the cardinal points at 
different places without the help of a compass. Where errors occur, he 
should try and account for them. 

p. 17. Magnetisers and radiesthesia. By * Apollonius.’”’-—Mag- 
netisers have known for a long time that most men show positive 
polarity on the right side, in front of the body and at the head, while 
they are negative on the left side, behind the body and at the feet. 
Hach part of the body, however small, and each cell, has two polarities, 
like a magnet. The right hand of a man is positive in relation to the 
left hand, but considered by itself the part near the wrist is positive 
and the extremity of the hand negative, even when it is used by making 
passes to give out a positive influence. Moreover each of the fingers 
has its own polarity. In women the polarities are the opposite of those 
found in men. The writer goes on to describe how you can tell if your 
polarity is normal. Left-handers often have reversed polarity, which 
incidentally agrees with the findings of Mr. L. E. Keman. Supposing 
you, being of normal polarity, make passes with the right hand across 
the front on the right side of a person who is also of normal polarity. 
you will make him “ on edge” and enervated. If he is in pain, he 
will become more aware of it. But you can diminish the pain by facing 
him and magnetising him with passes of a soothing nature. Polarities 
of the same sign repel each other and cause agitation, while those of 
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opposite sign have a calming effect. The professional magnetic healer, 
or mesmeriser, will find the pendulum useful in his work. Often the 
healer will make passes with the hand over an organ of the subject, 
while holding the free hand motionless over another part of the body. 
The effect is often rapid and spectacular. Radiesthetists, it is said, 
should make excellent magnetic healers. 

p. 19. Old remedies.—Pierre Bories considers the bee and honey 
as therapeutic agents. 

p. 21. The protection of dovecotes from harmful radiations.— 
This is an article, reproduced from La Derniére Heure for Decem- 
ber 10th, 1954, which describes how a dovecote can be protected from 
earth rays by an arrangement based on the Faraday cage. 

p. 24. Aids to radiesthesia.—F. Servranx derides those who think 
they can carry out radiesthetic experiments in the simplest manner 
without any items of equipment to assist them. And he gives examples 
to illustrate the fact of a physical basis in dowsing, to which he fully 
adheres. He believes that it needs careful training to make a good 
dowser, who should carry out carefully conducted experiments. 
Reliance on mental orientation alone can produce error, even in a well- 
trained operator. One experiment described suggests that if a written 
sample is placed in a corked vial, the influence of its meaning contained 
within the vial will be magnified thereby. We agree that the influence 
of a witness is likely to be increased if it is placed inside a glass vial, 
especially when working on rules. 

p. 27. The late C. V. Johnson.—Mme. Antoinette B. Johnson, 
writing from Canada, gives a summary of certain principles embodied 
in a book which C. V. Johnson had intended to publish. 

p. 29. Lakhovsky circuits.—R. E. Espiau describes an experiment 
showing the life-giving effect of a Lakhovsky circuit on vegetables. 

p. 30. Radiesthetic instruments.—R. E. Espiau furnishes photo- 
graphic illustrations of radiesthetic instruments, which he has con- 
structed, with their descriptions. V.D.W. 


RIVISTA ITALIANA DI RADIESTESIA 


The number for September-October has a cover design of a pendulist 
at work. Behind the head and shoulders there is a balance with the 
Seale-pans level, and the fulerum of the crossbar just opposite a point 
at the base of the cerebellum. From this point are indicated the two 
branches of the nervous system, and the path presumably followed by 
the nerve-current during the prospection. The reader will wonder at 
the graph which the pendulum seems to have traced out, and why the 
regular vibrations registered are interrupted by others of far greater 
amplitude. The answer to this question is contained in the leading 
article. 

** Towards an Explanation of the Radiesthetic Phenomenon” is 
the title of the editorial. Dr. Vinci begins with a long quotation from 
the daily Messagero which describes an interesting discovery made 
some time ago by Professor Hubert Rohracher of the University of 
Vienna, while engaged in research work on the electrical vibrations 
of the human brain. His findings, which were duly controlled after- 
wards, indicated that every part of the human body develops micro- 
scopic vibrations on the surface which are purely mechanical. 
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He was holding the apparatus to the forehead of his subject, when 
the recording instrument began suddenly to register oscillations much 
stronger than the normal ones. He soon found that these irregularities 
were not caused by the cerebral electricity of the subject, but by the 
hands of the person who was holding the apparatus—that it was an 
example of a mechanical rather than of an electrical phenomenon. 

It was found that no matter who held the apparatus, the same 
oscillations were obtained in all parts of the body, even when at absolute 
rest. These oscillations were registered on a strip of millimetre paper, 
as in the case of an electro-cardiogram. Their amplitude was increased 
if the person was in a state of nervous excitement, or if he was supporting 
a weight on the body. 

When injections were used, to render inert the nervous-motor system, 
the muscular vibrations were reduced to half the normal force. This 
fact, along with the previous results, went to show that the vibrations 
of the striated muscles are influenced by both branches of the nervous 
system. 

This discovery by a scientist who is not a radiesthetist, confirms, 
as Dr. Vinci points out, the thesis which has been set forth in several 
previous Rivistas, namely, that the organism responds by a neuro- 
muscular reaction to the radiations and fields of force which surround it. 

There is a translation, with diagrams, of the article by A. Goubet 
on his * wave-metre ~~ pendulum which appeared in Radiesthésie 
Pour Tous for September. This was reviewed in the December Radio- 
Perception. 

Reterence is made to Radiesthésie Internationale No. 6 in which a 
writer deplores the great fuss which is made about colours, coloured 
pendulums and luminous pendulums, although the latter is ** damned 
with faint praise’ as a cute little thing. This simply shows, as the 
Rivista says, the evolution of Radiesthesia : that its use of colour-wit- 
nesses is engaging the attention of technicians and scientists. It is 
Radiesthesia which has brought about colour-therapy, and raised colour 
on to a higher plane than that of mere ornamentation and decoration. 

* Flying Discs over Rome ” gives a detailed account of the appear- 
ance of this half-cigar shaped phenomenon as reported by num- 
erous observers from about six to nine on a certain evening. Telephone 
messages from Rome and several other Italian cities poured in to the 
State Observatory. This flying body was seen in the sky over France 
and Switzerland also. At the naval airport, technicians succeeded in 
following its movements on the radar screen and to detect the presence 
of an antenna, which was longer than the body itself, at the centre of 
the extremity. Photographs of the object have been obtained, and it 
is suggested that some teleradiesthetists should, with the aid of such 
a witness, make a prospection on a suitable map. 

In the section on plants, reference is made to the cure of cataract 
by an Italian doctor in Central America. The scalpel wes not used, 
the cure being effected by an extract of a native plant, with a local 
name Santa Apollonia which has been used for centuries for eve troubles, 
like the English Euphrasia. 

Another plant, the Ranwolfia, valued in India for troubles of the 
circulation, has recently cured some cases of hypertension. This has 
led to its being industrialised and the synthetic product is now on the 
market. The writer doubts if this dead material will do the work 
of the extract of the living plant. 
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At an International Exhibition in Hamburg some time ago there 
was displayed a remarkable lotus, the history of which is interesting. 
A Japanese doctor who was connected with excavations that were 
being made near Tokio, came upon a canoe of Neolithic Age. In it 
were some “seeds.” The doctor succeeded in raising from one of 
them a bulb of remarkable size. This he sent to Hamburg, where it 
developed a stupendous red flower in time for the exhibition. 

B.C. 


ZEITSCHRIFT FUR RADIASTHESIE 
VI, 5/6, SeEPTEMBER-DECEMBER, 1954 

This double number contains 84 pages, and is mainly devoted to the 
proceedings of the recent Congress held at Celle from the 27th to the 
30th September. The enthusiasm of the German Society is shown by 
the fact that approximately 110 members attended this annual gather- 
ing. They came from the whole of West Germany, from Berlin, and 
also from Austria and France. 

The first day seems to have been merely a day of assembly, but a 
meeting was held in the evening under the Presidency of Herr Hans 
Moring, one of the Vice-Presidents. 

Dr. Wetzel, who again appears on the active list as President in the 
list of officers given at the beginning of the number, opened the main 
business of the Congress as usual on the second day. In his opening 
speech, giving a report on the activities of the past year, he drew 
particular attention to the care which had to be taken by all radies- 
thetists not medically qualified, in order not to clash with German 
law, which forbids unqualified persons to make any kind of diagnosis, 
whether right or wrong. 

Dr. H. Deibel has attempted to give an account of the position 
of radiesthesia at the end of 1954. He apologises for any lack of 
information regarding countries outside Germany, saying that he has 
done his best with the data at his disposal. He would be glad if his 
readers would inform him of any errors or omissions which may occur 
in his account of the state of things in their own country. 

Lengthy papers were read at the Conference by Dr. H. Petschke 
(* The Present Position of the Scientific Investigation of Radies- 
thesia *), Herren F. Schneggenburger (** New Observations on Geo- 
pathic Zones and Lines”) and Jan W. Depdolla (‘* Net-Systems- 
Chemical-Radiesthetic Studies’). This congress report comprises 67 
pages in all, and is concluded by a brief report by Dr. Karl Zwirchmayr 
on the third Austrian Congress. The remaining part of the number is 
filled with 14 pages of short notices from different contributors, includ- 
ing several pages of bibliography of recent books on the subject. 

A special appendix is attached to this double number, a paper by 
Drs. Wist and Petschke on the ** Present Situation of Geopathology.” 
This appears really as a separate publication from the Karl F. Haug 
Verlag, of Ulm, with the heading ** Erfahrungsheilkunde—Zeitschrift 
fiir diagnostische und therapeutische Sondermethoden ” but is bound 
with the main Zeitschrift published by the Herold-Verlag, of Munich. 

This 28-page pamphlet is devoted to a skilful presentation of argu- 
ments to prove that the attacks on radiesthetic methods are unjustified 
as there are so many evidences of the reality of the sensitivity of 
expert dowsers. C.S.T. 
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BOOKS AND APPLIANCES 


The following books are published by the Society : 
Dowsing, by W. H. Trinder, 10 - (7 6 to members) 
Radiations, by T. Bedford Franklin, M.A., F.R.S.E., 8/6 
A Radiesthetic Approach to Health and Homeopathy, or Health and _ the 
Pendulum, by V. D. Wethered, 10 6 (8 6 to members). 
* * * * 


The * compensator *”’ described in the book by Madame Maury entitled 
How to Dowse is obtainable from Electro-Medical Hire Ltd., 74 New Cavendish 
Street, London, W.1, at the price of £7 10s. 


“ 7 a x 
The Aura Biometer of Dr. W. E. Benham, complete with accessories and 
Handbook, £5 5s., plus postage in U.K., including packing, 7 6 
The Pasquini Amplifying Pendulum: Research model: double-cavity 
boxed with instructions : 30.6 post free. Set six colour-correction weights 
of two sizes 26. Also Cameron Aurameter, aura goggles, etc., Lists (6d.) 
from J. J. Williamson, F.S.M., Assoc. Brit. I.R.E., Archers’ Court, Hastings. 


a * * 


Markham House Press Ltd., 31 King’s Road, London, 5.W.3—The Radies- 
thesia Specialists—will be pleased to obtain any books or publications required. 
Special searches made for out-of-print books. Foreign works a speciality. 
Postal cnquiries only. Send stamped addressed envelope for catalogue. 

Elementary Radiesthesia by the late F. A. Archdale is on sale, 4/3 post free. 
This work, together with the Beechwood Pendulums at 3 6, the Conical 
Universal Pendulum at 126 and the Pendulum, the Monthly Review of 
Radiesthesia—Subscription rate 25,- at home, 26/- abroad and 83.80 in 
North America—is obtainable either from us or from Mrs. M. Archdale, 3 Way- 
side Road, Southbourne, Bournemouth. Sample copy of the Pendulum 2.3. 

Copies of Dowsing by Pierre Béasse are available at 13/- (82), the Schumfell 
radio-magnetic pendulum mentioned in the book at £5 (S15) and the descriptive 
handbook at 6d.—all the above post free. 

* * * * 


Messrs. Devine & Co., St. Stephen’s Road, Old Ford, London, E.3, supply 
whalebone strips 12in. long of the following sections at 5 - per pair ; 


Flat... it 7 mm. xX 2 mm. or 3 mm. 
Circular se 3 mm. or 4 mm. in diameter 
Square sa 3 mm. or 4 mm. 
They also supply the following pendulums : 
Elephant Ivory, Spherical or Torpedo shape with cavity .. 20,- each 
Whale Ivory ag ay Te ss 
Ebony = aa 126 


> 


Composition pes es 10 6 

All articles are sent post free in U.K. 

* * * * 

The * Link ” divining rod described by Mr. Guy Underwood in his article 
on Spirals and Stonehenge (B.S.D.J. 62, Dec., 1948) can be obtained from 
him at Beleombe House, Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts., price 8/- post free in 
U.K. Reprints of this article are available at 2- each. Reprints of 10 
Essays on water-divining and archacology, 15 - the set. 

a 6 7” 6 


Members requiring any of the books or appliances mentioned above shouid 
apply direct to the address given, and not to the Assistant Secretary. 
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